
Evening Update - Tuesday, February 9, 2021 

 
 

The  House  is  in  a  Committee  Work Week.  The Senate  is  in  sess ion.  

 

Budget  Reconci l iat ion  

-     President  Biden has  indicated  h is  support  for  a  proposa l  f rom House  Democra ts  tha t  

would  phase  out  the  next  round of  di rec t  rel ief  payments  to  those  making more  than  

$75k.  Dur ing a  meet ing wi th  business  leaders  in  the  Oval  Off ice today,  Pres ident  

Biden to ld members  of  the  press  that  he  was  suppor t ive  of  the  proposal  put  fo rward  in 

the  House  tex t  we repor ted  on ,  yeste rday.  

-     The ques t ion  of  whether  undocumented  immigrants  should  rece ive  s t imulus  checks 

remains  a  key outs tanding d i scussion  among Congress ional  Democrat s  on  the  COVID -

19 budget  reconci l ia t ion  effor t .  

     Dur ing last  week’s  vote -a -rama in  the  Senate  on  the  Budget  Resolut ion ,  e ight  

Democra t s  jo ined  al l  Republ icans  in  suppor t ing an  amendment  tha t  would  have  

prohib i ted  undocumented  immigrants  f rom receiving s t imulus  checks ,  including 

the  $1 ,400 check included in  the  s t i l l -developing reconci l i a t ion  b i l l .  The  e ight  

Senators  were:  

   Maggie  Hassan  (D-NH)  

   John Hickenlooper  (D-CO)  

   Mark Kel ly (D-AZ)  

   Joe  Manchin  (D-WV) 

   Gary Peters  (D-MI)  

   Kyrs ten  Sinema (D-AZ)  

   Debbie  Stabenow (D -MI)  

   Jon Tester  (D-MT) 

     Sen.  Dick Durbin  (D-IL)  explained  that  there  was  confusion  regarding what  the  

amendment  would  ac tua l ly do ,  and  that  the one -minute  a l lot ted  for  debate  d id 

not  provide  enough c lar i ty.  He  fur ther  expla ined tha t  whi le  Pres ident  Biden and 

the  Democrat s  do  not  propose  to  give  money to  undocumented  persons,  he  wants  

to  provide  cer ta inty tha t  l ega l  chi ldren  and spouses  of  undocumented  

individuals  tha t  a re  ent i t led  to  checks  s t i l l  r eceive  them.  

     While the  eight  members  voted  for  the  nonbinding amendment ,  i t  i s  not  c lear  

whether  tha t  would  t rans la te  into  votes  for  a  vers ion  of  i t  in  the  f inal  version  of  

the  reconci l ia t ion  bi l l .  

Congress  

 

Senate  

-     The Senate  convened for  the  f i rs t  day of  former  Pres ident  Trump’s  second 

impeachment  t r i a l  today.  The  proceedi ngs  began a t  1:00pm EST and a l lowed for  four  

hours  of  arguments  over  whether  the  t r ia l  i s  const i tut iona l .  A vote  held  on the  mat ter  

short ly a f ter  5 :00  PM on Tuesday passed  56  to  44 ,  wi th  s ix  Republ icans j oin ing wi th  

a l l  Democra t s  to  proceed with  the  impeac hment  t r ia l .   

     Beginning tomorrow,  the  House  impeachment  managers  and former  President  

Trump’s  defense team wi l l  have  16  hours  each  to  present  thei r  cases .  The  House  

managers  wi l l  begin  the i r  a rguments  at  12:00pm EST.  



     After  the  cases  have  been  pre sented ,  the  Senate  wil l  cons ider  mot ions  to  

subpoena  witnesses  or  documents .  

-     Incompas ,  a  t ech  t rade  group whose  membership  is  compr ised  of  Facebook and 

Microsof t ,  held  a  summit  yes te rday,  dur ing which  Sen.  Ed Markey (D -MA) voiced  h is  

support  for  expanding the  Federa l  Communica t ion  Commiss ion’s  (FCC)  E-Rate  

Program in  the  next  COVID -19 re l ie f  package .  

     Sen.  Markey specif ied tha t  th is  ef for t  would  increase  support  for  digi tal  

l earn ing and would  be  separate  f rom wider  broadband in i t i a t ives ,  which  are  

expected  to  be  inc luded in  a  future  in frast ruc ture  package .  

-     Sen.  Markey in troduced the  Nat ional  Broadband Plan  for  the  Future  Act  ( S .  279)  to  

d i rec t  the  FCC to  update  the  Nat ional  Broadband Plan  to  provide update  guidel ines  for  

universal  connect ivi ty.   

     According to  a  press  re lease ,  the b i l l  would  ins t ruct  the  FCC to  assess  

broadband deployment  progress ,  t aking  in to  account  the  d igi ta l  d ivide  and 

impacts  of  COVID -19 .  The  b i l l  would  a lso  pay spec if ic  at ten t ion to  “how 

connect ivi ty can  be  used  to  advance  rac ial  just ice ,  soc ioeconomic  equi ty,  

consumer  welfare ,  publ ic  safety,  hea l th  care ,  educat ion ,  and  more .”  
     Sen.  Markey a l so in t roduced a  bi l l  ( S .  280)  to  require  the  Federal  Emergency 

Management  Agency (FEMA) to  in tegra te  c l imate  change  cons iderat ions  in to i t s  

pol ic ies  and s t rategic  p lan .  

     Sen.  Markey a l so in t roduced a  bi l l  ( S .  286)  to  fac i l i t a te  research  in to  the 

development  of  a  universa l  COVID -19 vacc ine .  

-     Sen.  Kirs ten  Gil l ibrand (D -NY)  sent  a  le t t er  to  Secretary of  Defense  Lloyd Aust in  

asking for  an  inves t iga t ion  into  a  “dis turbing pa t tern”  of  crashes of  the  Army’s  UH -60  

Black Hawk he l icopters ,  which  has  resul ted in  nine  dea ths .  Sen .  Gi l l ibrand quest ioned 

the  exis tence  of  a  “sys temic  issue wi th  the  Black Hawk he l icopter  operat ion  cyc le .”  

-     Senate  Energy and Natura l  Resources  Commit tee  Chai rman Sen.  Joe Manchin  (D -WV) 

sent  a  le t t e r  to  President  Biden reques t ing he  reconsider  hi s  dec is ion  to  cancel  

necessary permi t s  for  the  Keys tone  XL pipe l ine ,  saying tha t  the  projec t  provides  union  

jobs  and i f  sa fer  than  t ranspor t ing the  oi l  on  t rucks  and t rains .   

-     Senate  Envi ronment  and Publ ic  Works  Commit tee  Chai rman Tom Carper  (D -DE)  

announced at  a  press  conference  that  he  in tends  to  pass  through h i s  commit tee  two 

major  infras t ructure bi l l s  by the  end of  May.   

     Sen.  Carper  said  the  commit tee  wil l  a l so  focus  on  water  inf ras t ructure  

legi s la t ion ,  potent ia l ly revis ing the  Water  Resources  Development  Act  (WRDA).  

-     Sens .  Mark Warner  (D-VA) ,  Mazie Hi rono (D-HI) ,  Amy Klobuchar  (D-MN),  and  T im 

Kaine  (D-VA)  in troduced the  Safeguarding Agai ns t  Fraud,  Exploi ta t ion ,  Threa t s ,  

Ext remism and Consumer  Harms (SAFE TECH) Act  ( S .  299)  to  re form Sect ion  230.  

     As sta ted  in  a  press  release ,  the  bi l l  would  speci f ical ly increase  soc ia l  media  

p lat form accountabi l i ty  for  “enabl ing cyber -s ta lking,  t a rge ted  harassment ,  and  

d i scr iminat ion .”  

 

 

 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.incompas.org%2f&c=E,1,9ICN_XDDI9gDDEGFTlOOSUQkBLCcPmBBv65ZtHQzBcfWDiCWeR0ZXa4w3UBoNIZWuxujq8gefU1ftVrrih7OVio6f2Y7tRuTOd0Q9OkrHeE9DAJ1ZBg,&typo=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/279?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=85
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/280?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=84
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/286?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=78
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Sen.%20Gillibrand%20UH-60%20Letter%20to%20DoD%202.5.21.pdf
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fsubscriber.politicopro.com%2ff%2f%3fid%3d00000177-8840-de1c-afff-9bfdc4210000%26source%3demail&c=E,1,msP0icpBAFEHEzgQMEwOMyHqSUaHO5xptTdLr2l6AlARZVceTuuO1R6k5HtWYLX95ZxJW_DJb7UOEGQ7MUODnxJ23AJZfAY0lx_2l4ZRyXHJcp9pXPjgW9bJMCBOmA,,&typo=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/299?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=65
https://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/pressreleases?ID=55514DD4-7824-40A9-A482-64121A033266


House  

-     House  Ways  and Means  Commit tee  Chai rman Richard  Neal  (D -MA) gave  a  speech to  

the  Washington  In terna t ional  Trade  Associa t ion ,  dur ing which  he  cal led  for  the  U.S.  to  

re form i t s  t rade  pol icy in  order  to  address  new chal lenges  and exis t ing inequi t ies .  

     Chairman Neal  al so  voiced  hi s  eagerness  to  work wi th  President  Biden to  

“crea te  an  equi table  pro -worker  and pro -compet i t ive  f ramework”  and to res tore  

U.S.  global  l eadership  through the  World  Trade  Organiza t ion  (WTO).  
     Chairman Neal  al so  urged the  Biden Adminis t ra t ion  to  f inal ize  the  f ree  t rade  

agreements  with  the  Uni ted Kingdom and Kenya  and begin  negot iat ions  for  a  

new agreement  with  the  European Union.  

-     The House  Transpor tat ion  and Inf ras t ruc ture  Subcommit tee  on  Coas t  Guard  and 

Mari t ime Transporta t ion  he ld  a  hear ing today on  the  “State  of  the  U.S.  Mar i t ime 

Indus t ry:  Impacts  of  the  COVID -19 Pandemic .”  The  hear ing a imed to  inform the  

Commit tee  of  the  d if f icul t i es  facin g the  mar i t ime t ranspor ta t ion  indust ry and how 

Congress  can  support  the  indust ry to  ensure s t rong recovery.   

     The hear ing large ly d i scussed  Subcommit tee  members’  suppor t  for  the  Jones  Act  

and for  federa l  ass i s tance  for  the  mar i t ime t ranspor ta t ion  indus try,  especial ly 

though funding for  the  Mar i t ime Transporta t ion  Sys tem Emergency Rel ief  

Program.  Another  focus  on  the  hear ing was the  i ssue  of  mar iner  and por t  worker  

access  to  COVID -19 tes t s ,  vacc ines ,  and  personal  pro tect ive  equipment  (PPE) .  

-     House  Energy and Commerce  Commit tee  Subcommit tee on  Envi ronment  and Climate  

Change  Chai rman Paul  Tonko (D -NY)  sa id  the  comprehensive  energy legis la t ion  

passed  through commit tee  las t  year  wi l l  serve  as  a  model  for  th is  year ’s  l egi s lat ive  

ac t ion  on  c l imate .  Chai rman  Tonko a l so  d id  not  ru le  out  the  inc lus ion  of  a  c lean  

energy s tandard  or  carbon pr ic ing in  fu ture legi s la t ion .   

     Chairman Tonko spec if ica l ly sa id ,  “we 're  going to  remain  open minded to  a l l  of  

the  elements  but ,  you know,  a  carbon pr ice i s  not  al l  of  the  so lut ion .  There  a re  

many,  many p ieces  tha t  need  to  be  done .”  
     The legis la t ion  Chai rman Tonko i s  re ferr ing to  f rom last  year  i s  the  CLEAN 

Future  Act ,  which he  a l so  said  the  Subcommit tee  would  hold  hear ings  on  to  

fur ther  modi fy and expand.  Among other  things ,  the  CLEAN Future  Act  aims  to  

“ensure  the  Uni ted  Sta tes  achieves  ne t -zero  greenhouse  gas  pol lu t ion  no  la te r  

than  2050.”  

-     Rep.  Andy Biggs  (R -AZ)  in t roduced a  bi l l  ( H.R.  906)  to  prevent  the  Department  of  

Transporta t ion  and Federal  Avia t ion  Adminis t rat ion  (FAA)  f rom impos ing a  

requi rement  for  negat ive  COVID -19 tes ts  for  domest ic  f l ights .  A press  re lease  on  the  

b i l l  can  be  found here .  

-     Reps .  Brian  Fi tpatr ick (R -PA) ,  Josh  Gottheimer  (D -NJ) ,  Chri s  Smi th  (R-NJ) ,  and  

Andre  Carson (D-IN)  in troduced the  Sarac in i  Enhanced Aviat ion Act  ( H.R.  911)  to  

requi re  commerc ial  passenger  a i rcraf t  to  ins tal l  secondary cockpi t  barr ier s .  

     According to  a  press  re lease ,  the b i l l  would  mandate  the ins tal la t ion  of  

“ inexpensive ,  l ightweight ,  wi re -mesh ga tes  be tween the  passenger  cabin  and 

cockpi t  door ,  b locking access  to  the  f l ight  deck whenever  the  cockpi t  door  is  

opened during f l ight .”  
     Rep.  Fi tzpa tr ick a lso  int roduced thi s  l egi s la t ion  in  the  116

t h
 Congress .  

https://energycommerce.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/ec-leaders-release-draft-clean-future-act-legislative-text-to-achieve-a-100
https://energycommerce.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/ec-leaders-release-draft-clean-future-act-legislative-text-to-achieve-a-100
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/906?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=55
https://biggs.house.gov/media/press-releases/congressman-biggs-introduces-bill-prevent-federal-mandate-domestic-air-travel
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/911?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=50
https://fitzpatrick.house.gov/press-releases?ID=2CF9C359-CB1B-4F3C-B20D-F574D0477859
https://www.google.com/search?q=saracini+enhanced+aviation+act&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS869US869&oq=saracini+enhanced+aviation+act&aqs=chrome..69i57.3890j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


-     Rep.  Steve  Cohen (D-TN)  and a  bipar t i san  group of  105 other  members  of  the  House  

in troduced the  Horse  Transporta t ion  Safety Act  ( H.R.  921)  to  prohibi t  the  in te rs tate  

t ranspor tat ion  of  horses  in  t rucks  or  t ra i le rs  wi th  more  than  one  leve l .  A press  release 

on  the  b i l l  can  be  found here .  

-     Reps .  Shei la  Jackson Lee  (D -TX) ,  Donald  Payne  (D-NJ) ,  Anthony Brown (D-MD),  and  

Mondai re  Jones  (D-NY)  int roduced a  b i l l  ( H.R.  936)  to  establ ish a  na t ional  program 

through the  Department  of  Heal th  and Human Services  (HHS)  and FEMA to  oversee 

COVID-19 vacc ine  d is t r ibut ion .  

     The program would  col lect  data  on  vaccinat ions  in order  to  t rack the  

achievement  of  “mass vacc inat ion  satura t ion  immuni ty.”  

-     Reps .  Abiga i l  Spanberger  (D -VA)  and Young Kim (R -CA)  in t roduced the  Get t ing 

Amer icans  Safely Back to  Work Act  ( H.R.  953)  to  create  a  federa l  grant  program to  

he lp  essent ial  employers  and smal l  businesses  obtain  PPE.  

     According to  a  press  re lease ,  the grants  could  a lso  be  used  to  purchase  rapid  

test ing equipment  and implement  safety measures .  

-     Rep.  El i se  Stefanik (R -NY)  and 18  o ther  House  Republ icans  in t roduced the  Chinese  

Research  Funds  Act  (H.R.  954)  to  require  the  Comptro l le r  Genera l  to  conduct  a  s tudy 

in to  federa l  research  funding ava i lable  to  ent i t ies  in  China  or  connected  to  the  Chinese  

government .  A press  re lease  on  the  bi l l ,  which  i s  t i t led  the  Chinese  Research  Funds  

Act ,  can  be  found here .  

     Rep.  Stefanik a lso in troduced th is  legi s la t ion  in the  116
t h

 Congress .  

COVID-19  

-     Boeing sent  a  l e t t er  to  the  Whi te  House  voic ing i t s  oppos i t ion to  the  potent ia l  

requi rement  for  negat ive  COVID -19 tes ts  before  domest ic  f l ights ,  c i t ing the 

requi rements  as  “unfai r ,  onerous ,  and  wil l  l ike ly do  l i t t l e  to  s top  the  spread  of  the  

vi rus  in the  cont inenta l  US. ”   

     As a  reminder ,  var ious  s takeholders  in  the  avia t ion  indus try have  come out  in  

opposi t ion  to  a  domest ic  t es t ing mandate .  House  Transpor ta t ion and 

Inf ras t ruc ture  Commi t tee  Chai rman Peter  DeFazio  (D -OR) ,  in  addi t ion  to  other  

members  of  the  commit tee ,  a lso  opposed i t  dur ing a  recent  hear ing.   

     A coal i t ion  of  avia t ion  groups ,  including the  Regional  Ai r l ine  Associat ion ,  

jo ined  tour i sm groups  Travelers  Uni ted  and the  US Travel  Associa t ion  in 

i ssuing a  s ta tement  assessing a  poss ible  domest ic  t rave l  t es t ing requirement ,  

and  f inding that  i t  would  impose  negat ive  consequences  fa r  outweighing the  

benef i ts  of  any such ac t ion .  

-     Secre tary of  Transpor ta t ion  Pete  But t igieg has  entered  quarant ine  a f ter  a  member  of  

h i s  secur i ty de tai l  t es ted  pos i t ive  for  COVID -19.  But t igieg has  not  d isp layed 

symptoms and has  rece ived  the  f i r s t  dose  of  the  vacc ine .  

-     Canadian  Pr ime Minis ter  Jus t in  Trudeau announced that  Canadian  c i t i zens  that  are  

re turning to  the  country through land crossings  f rom the  United  Sta tes  wil l  now b e  

requi red  to  provide  a  negat ive  COVID -19 tes t  resu l t .  The  announcement ,  which  was  

made  today,  wi l l  go  in to  ef fec t  thi s  coming Monday.   

     Prime Minis ter  Trudeau sa id  “as  of  Feb.  15 ,  when you re turn to  Canada  through 

a  land  border  you wil l  need  to  show a  72-hour  PCR tes t  just  l ike for  a i r  t rave l .”  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/921?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=40
https://cohen.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/representatives-cohen-titus-and-fitzpatrick-introduce-horse
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/936?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=25
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/953?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=8
https://spanberger.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=3506
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/954?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=7
https://stefanik.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/stefanik-gonzalez-reintroduce-chinese-research-funds-accounting-act
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8058/text


Fines  could  be  as  l a rge  as  CA$3,000 for  not  provid ing a  negat ive  test .  Any 

person enter ing Canada  wi l l  s t i l l  be  requi red  to  quarant ine for  two weeks  af te r  

thei r  ar r iva l .   

Adminis trat ion  

-     The Depar tment  of  Ju s t ice  has  asked U.S.  a t torneys  appoin ted  by former  President  

Trump to  resign  f rom thei r  pos i t ions .  This  wi l l  not  apply to  Delaware  US Attorney 

David  Weiss ,  who i s  conduct ing an  inves t iga t ion  in to  Hunter  Biden,  and Special  

Counsel  John Durham,  who i s  inves t iga t ing the  Trump -Russ ia  probe .  

-     The Depar tment  of  Jus t ice  requested  that  the  hear ing on  the  Dakota  Access  Pipel ine be  

de layed unt i l  Apri l  9  to  provide  more  t ime to  br ief  the  Biden Adminis t ra t ion .   

     U.S.  Dist r ic t  Judge  for  D.C.  J ames  Boasberg asked  Dakota  Access  to  respond by 

the  end of  today.  Act ing Ass i s tant  At torney General  Jean  Wil l i ams  sa id  tha t  the  

Nat ive  Amer ican  t r ibes  involved did  not  oppose  the  de lay.  

-     The Envi ronmental  Pro tec t ion  Agency (EPA)  announced  that  i t  has  removed i t s  per -  

and  polyf luoroalkyl  subs tances  (PFAS) assessment  in order  to  “protec t  scient i f ic  

in tegr i ty,”  fol lowing President  Biden’s  Memorandum on Res tor ing Trust  in  

Government  Through Scient i f ic  In tegr i ty and Evidence -Based Pol icymaking.   

     This  Trump Adminis t rat ion  assessment  had  rece ived  s igni f icant  oppos i t ion  from 

career  EPA sc ient i s t s  and  envi ronmenta l  and  publ ic  hea l th  groups .  

-     The Senate  Envi ronment  and Publ ic  Work s  Commit tee  advanced Michael  Regan’s  

nominat ion  to  be  Adminis t ra tor  of  the  Envi ronmenta l  Pro tec t ion  Agency (EPA)  today 

in  a  14-6  vote .  

-     Sen.  Ted Cruz (R-TX)  has  blocked Gina Raimondo’s  nominat ion  to  be  Secretary of  

Commerce ,  saying that  he  wil l  main tai n  the hold  unt i l  the  Biden Adminis t ra t ion  

commits  to  keeping Huawei  on  the  Depar tment  of  Commerce’s  Ent i ty Lis t .  

-     The Senate  Homeland Securi ty and Governmenta l  Affa ir s  Commit tee  held  i t s  

confi rmat ion hear ing for  Neera  Tanden to  be  Di rec tor  of  the  Off ic e  of  Management  

and Budget  (OMB) today.  Tanden wil l  a lso have  a  nominat ion  hear ing in  f ront  of  the  

Senate  Budget  Commit tee  tomorrow.  

-     Tris tan  Brown was se lec ted  to  be  Act ing Adminis t ra tor  of  the  Pipel ine  and Hazardous  

Mater ia ls  Safety Adminis t ra t ion  (P HMSA),  a f te r  previous ly be ing named Deputy 

Adminis t ra tor .  Brown previously served  as  the  Deputy Associate  Adminis t ra tor  for  

Congress ional  Affa ir s  a t  the  Envi ronmenta l  Pro tec t ion  Agency (EPA)  during the  

Obama Adminis t ra t ion .   

-     Many new sta ff  members  have  been  announced for  the  Whi te  House  Counci l  on  

Envi ronmenta l  Qual i ty,  inc luding:  

     Matt  Lee -Ashley to  be  Senior  Di rec tor  for  Lands  and In ter im Chief  of  Staff  
     Aust in  Brown to  be  Senior  Direc tor  for  Transporta t ion  Emissions  
     Jayni  Hein  to  be  Counsel  and  Senior  Di rec tor  for  the  Nat ional  Envi ronmenta l  

Pol icy Act  
     Mark Chambers  to be  Senior  Di rec tor  for  Bui ld ing Emiss ions  
     Andrew Mayock to be  Federal  Chief  Susta inabi l i ty  Off icer  
     Sara  Gonzalez-Rothi  to  be  Senior  Director  for  Water  
     Just in  Pidot  to  be  General  Counse l  
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     Sara  Jordan to  be  Specia l  Ass is tan t  
     Grace  Smi th  to be  Scheduler  

Other  News  

-     Uni ted  Kingdom Ambassador  to  the  U.S.  Karen  Pierce  s ignaled  that  a  f ree  t rade  

agreement  be tween the  two countr ies  wil l  not  be  able  to  progress  unt i l  nominee  to  be  

U.S.  Trade  Representa t ive  Kather ine  Tai  i s  confi rmed.  Pierce d id  express  her  

opt imism tha t  a  U.S. -U.K.  t rade  deal  would be  approved  by Congress .  

-     The Organiza t ion  for  Economic  Cooperat ion  and Development  (OECD) released  a  

repor t  which  found tha t  services  t rade  become more  res t r ic t ive  in  2020,  though 

rest r ic t ions  on  digi tal  t rade  decreased .  In  genera l ,  COVID -19 acce lerated  the  pace  of  

regula tory rest r ic t ions ,  mos t  s igni f icant ly on  computer  services ,  commerc ia l  banking,  

and  broadcas t ing services .   

-     The Wor ld  Trade  Organiza t ion (WTO) wi l l  hold a  meet ing on  Monday to  cons ider  

Ngozi  Okonjo -Iweala  to  be  Di rec tor  General .  Okonjo -Iweala  is  expected  to  be  easi ly 

appointed af ter  Pres ident  Biden voiced  hi s  suppor t  for  her  nominat ion .  

-     The Jewish  Ins t i tute  for  the  Nat ional  Secur i ty of  Amer ica  released  a  report  wi th  

recommendat ions  for  how the  U.S.  and  Is rae l  can  combat  increasing Chinese  

inves tment  in Is rae l .  The report  found tha t  Chinese  inves tment  is  concentrated  in  

Is rae l i  infrast ruc ture  and technology.  

-     Environmenta l  Research  publ ished  a  s tudy which  found tha t  par t iculate  mat ter  

exposure  due  to  the  burni ng of  foss i l  fue ls  resul ts  in  more  premature deaths  than  

previously repor ted .  The s tudy found 8 .7M premature  deaths  annual ly a re  caused  by 

par t iculate  mat te r  emissions .  

     The highes t  concent rat ions  of  these  deaths  are  in  China ,  India ,  Europe ,  and  the  

eas te rn U.S.   

-     Canadian  Envi ronment  Minis te r  Jonathan  Wi lkinson publ ished  an  op-ed  voic ing hi s  

expectat ion tha t  the  Biden Administ ra t ion  and Canada  wi l l  work together  closely to  

address  cl imate  change .  Wilkinson spec if ica l ly predic ted  col labora t ion  on  c lean  

energy,  methane  emiss ions ,  and  green  infras t ruc ture .  

     However ,  i t  i s  unclear  how the  Biden Adminis t ra t ion  wi l l  approach carbon 

pr icing,  which i s  a  cr i t i cal  aspect  of  Canadian  emissions reduct ions .  Treasury 

Secretary Janet  Yel len  voiced  her  support  for  carbon pr icing,  but  i t  would  be  

d i ff icu l t  to  pass  in Congress ,  and  would  be  one  of  many tools  cons idered ,  in  

addi t ion  to  a  clean energy s tandard ,  to  address  global  warming.  

-     Report s  indicate  tha t  defense  f i rms  are  beginning to  prepare  for  the  poss ibi l i ty  tha t  

Congress  wil l  not  include  addi t ional  funding for  the  Sect ion  3610 program in  the  next  

COVID-19 re l ie f  package .  The  program would  he lp  f i rms  pay the i r  employees  tha t  are  

unable  to  access  federa l  works i tes .  As  a  reminder ,  a  group of  defense  indust ry CEOs 

sent  a  le t t e r  to  House and Senate Leadership  toward  the  end of  l as t  year  urging 

addi t iona l  funding for  Sect ion  3610 in  the  next  package .   

     If  addi t ional  funding i s  not  au thorized ,  these  employees  wil l  l ike ly have  to  be  

fur loughed.  This  could  crea te  probl ems for  fu ture  recrui tment  and retent ion  of  

h igh -ski l l ed  workers .  
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-     Huawei  f i l ed  a  lawsui t  aga inst  the  FCC over  i ts  order  designat ing of  Huawei  as  a  

na t ional  securi ty threa t .  Huawei  asked the  5 th  U.S.  Circui t  Court  of  Appeals  to  

over turn the  order ,  as  t he  FCC exceeded i t s  au thor i ty and did  not  a l low Huawei  to  

present  a  defense .  

Federal  Regis ter  Notices  

-     The FCC dismissed  two pet i t ions  for  recons idera t ion  f rom CTIA and the  Associa t ion  

of  Publ ic -Safety Communica t ions  Off ic ial s -In terna t ional ,  regarding z -axis  locat ion  

technology for  911 cal l s  in  the  Sixth  Report  and  Order .  The  not ice  can be  found here .  

-     The Nat ional  Highway Traf f ic  Safety Adminis t ra t ion  (NHTSA)  requested  comments  on  

the  extens ion  of  an  i nformat ion col lec t ion  on  Uni form Procedures  for  Sta te  Highway 

Safety Grant  Programs.  Comments  a re  due  by Apr i l  12 .  The  not ice  can be  found here .  
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