
Evening Update - Monday, February 8, 2021 
 

The  House  is  in  sess ion.  The Senate  is  in recess .  

 

Budget  Reconci l iat ion  

-      Following the  passage  of  the  budget  resolu t ion  by both  the  House  and Senate ,  

Congress  must  wr i te  and  pass  the  new COVID -19 re l ief  b i l l  before  March  14 ,  to  

prevent  the  expirat ion  of  enhanced unemployment  benef i t s .  

     Pres ident  Biden has  expressed  hi s  skept ic i sm tha t  increasing the  federa l  

minimum wage  to  $15 wi l l  be  includ ed in  the  package  due  to  Senate  rules;  

however ,  the  Congress ional  Budget  Off ice  (CBO)  found  tha t  a  $15 federal  

minimum wage  would  increase  the  def ic i t  by $54B over  t en  years  which  would  

a l low the  provis ion  to avoid  the Byrd  Rule .  As  we have  reported ,  provis ions  

must  have  a  d i rect  imp act  on  federa l  spending or  debt  to  be  considered  within  

scope  of  the  budget  reconci l i a t ion  process .  
 

   Senate  Budget  Commit tee  Chai rman Bernie  Sanders  ( I -VT) i s  cont inuing to  

advocate  for  i t s  inclus ion .  Language  re leased  by the  House  Educat ion  and 

Labor  Commit tee  inc luded the  $15 minimum wage .  

 

     The Educat ion  and Labor  f ramework la rge ly fo l lows  Sen.  Sanders’s  

proposa l ,  wi th a  phased  appr oach tha t  would  see  a  ful l  $15 

minimum wage  be  ef fec t ive  na t ionwide  as  of  2025.  

     After  2025,  the  minimum wage  would  be  indexed to  the  annual  

percentage  increase  in  median  hourly wages  of  al l  employees ,  

a l lowing for  the minimum wage  to  increase year ly.  

     Under  the proposal ,  the  t ipped minimum wage  would  be  

immedia tely increased  to  $4 .95  an  hour  and be  subjec t  to  an annual  

increase  by the  lesser  of  $2  an  hour ,  or  the d i ffe rence  between the  

t ipped minimum wage  and the  genera l  minimum wage .   

     The you th  subminimum wage  i s  subject  to  s imi lar  t erms ,  but  

increases  by e i ther  $1.75  an  hour ,  or  the  dif ference  between wages .  

Once  the  subminimum wage  a l igns  wi th  the  general  minimum wage ,  

which  the  bi l l  projec ts  to  be  2027,  the  youth  subminimum wage  

wi l l  be  f ixed  to the  overa l l  minimum wage .  

 

     House  Ways  and Means  Commit tee  Chai rman Richard  Neal  (D -MA) i s  a lso  

leading an  ef for t  to  provide  chi ld  a l lowances  to  fami l ies  over  three  years ,  which  

would  be  $3 ,600 for  each  chi ld  under  6  and $3 ,000 for  each  chi ld be t ween 6  and 

17 .  There  is  b ipar t isan  suppor t  for  the idea as  Sen.  Romney (R -UT)  int roduced a  

chi ld  al lowance  bi l l  of  h is  own.   

-      The House  Transpor tat ion  and Inf ras t ruc ture  Commit tee released  i ts  proposal  for  the  

re l ief  package .  The  Amendment  in  the  Nature  of  a  Subs t i tute  i s  scheduled  to  be 

marked up  before the  Commit tee  on  February 10  and inc ludes:  

     $30B for  t rans i t  rel i ef  to  cover  opera t ing expenses .  

   $1B of  th i s  i s  reserved for  Capi ta l  Inves tment  Grant  project s .  

     $1.5B for  Amtrak,  wi th  55% designated for  the  No r theast  Cor r idor  and $166M 

to  res tore  long-dis tance  service  and recal l  fur loughed workers .  

     $8B for  ai rport s  to  mi t iga te  operat ions  cos t ,  debt  payment ,  and  recovery.  

   $800M of  th i s  i s  reserved to  ass i s t  a i rpor t  concessionai res .  

     $3B to c rea te  a  payrol l  support  fund for  avia t ion  manufactur ing workers .  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.cbo.gov%2fpublication%2f56975&c=E,1,xh2siGyxTrnlpMERJ96RW70kgr7oGVME0-Y9tRH1VKbHwJx6bOPR2AAlbiJW6GKPghqfBSTv3bmGFV1MitddMd5tm_dX5KxJ2aPTfjaozGw9UNw,&typo=1
https://edlabor.house.gov/imo/media/doc/FY21%20Budget%20Reconciliation%20Budget%20Reconciliation.pdf
https://transportation.house.gov/imo/media/doc/ANS%20to%20T&I%20Reconciliation%20Committee%20Print%20Final.pdf
https://transportation.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/02/08/2021/full-committee-markup


     $450M to  suppor t  communi t ies  that  economica l ly rely on  t rave l  and  tour i sm.  

     $100M for  rural  inte rc i ty bus  programs.  

-      House  Financia l  Services  Commit tee  Chai r  Maxine  Waters  (D -CA)  proposed  a  $75B 

bi l l  as  par t  of  the  la rger  COVID -19 re l ie f  package .  The  Commit tee  wi l l  mark up  an  

Amendment  in  the  Nature of  a  Subst i tute  to the  bi l l ,  which  provides  technica l  

cor rect ions  on  February 10 .  The  proposa l  inc ludes :  

     $15B to  extend the  Payrol l  Suppor t  Program (PSP)  for  ai r l ine  workers .  

     $10B to  increase suppl ies  of  personal  pro tect ive  equipment  (PPE)  and vaccine  

product ion  capaci ty through the  Defense  Product ion  Act  (DPA) .  

     $10B to  fund the  Sta te  Smal l  Business  Credi t  In i t ia t ive .   

     $25B for  emergency rental  ass is tance .  

     $10B for  homeowner  ass is tance .  

     $5B for  homelessness  funding.  

-      The House  Educat ion  and Labor  Commit tee  re leased  i t s  por t ion  of  the  Fisca l  Year  

(FY)  2021 budget  reconci l ia t ion  bi l l ,  provid ing over  $300B of  rel ief .  The b i l l  t ext  can 

be  found here ,  a  fac t  sheet  can  be  found here ,  and  a  sect ion -by-sec t ion  can  be found 

here .  The  Commit tee  i s  scheduled  to  mark up  thei r  por t ion  of  the  reconci l i a t ion  b i l l  

tomorrow,  which  is  a lso  an  Amendment  in  the  Nature  of  a  Subst i tu te .  The  amendment  

includes:  

     $130B for  K-12 schools  to  undertake  act ions  to mi t iga te  the  r i sk of  COVID -19 

and fac i l i t a te  reopening.  I t  a l so  provides  $40B for  inst i tut ions  of  h igher  

educat ion  to  compensa te  for  lost  revenue  fo l lowing campus  c losures .  

   The b i l l  replenishes  the  Elementary and Secondary Sc hool  Emergency 

Rel ie f  Fund (ESSERF) ,  as  wel l  as  the  Higher  Educat ion  Emergency Rel ief  

Fund (HEERF) ,  wi th  la rge ly the  same te rms  as  pas t  a l lo tments .  

     $39B to  the  Chi ld  Care  and Development  Block Grant  Program.  

     $1B for  the  Head Star t  Program.  

     $5B to the  Pandemic  Elect ronic  Benefi t  Transfer  (EBT)  Program.  

     $800M for  the  Women,  Infants ,  and  Chi ldren  (WIC)  Program.  

     $350M for  the  Chi ld  Abuse  Prevent ion and Trea tment  Act .  

     $450M in  funding for  rape cr i s i s  centers  and  programs to  suppor t  survivors  of  

fami ly vio lence ,  per  the  Fami ly Violence  Prevent ion  and Services  Act .  

     $4.5B for  the  Low-Income Home Energy Ass i s tance  Program (LIHEAP) .  

     $1.4B for  programs servic ing o lder  adul t s ,  including vacc ina t ion  support ,  

nut r i t ion  assi s tance ,  a nd  caregiver  support .  

     Increases  the  minimum wage  to  $15 an  hour  by 2025 and binds  the  minimum 

wage  to  increase  wi th the  median  na t ional  income thereaf ter .  

     $150M to  the Depar tment  of  Labor  to  implement  worker  pro tec t ions  f rom 

COVID-19.  

   $75M to  the  Occupat ional  Safe ty and Heal th  Adminis t rat ion  (OSHA).  

     Ensures  workers’  compensa t ion  coverage  for  f ront l ine  mar i t ime and federa l  

workers  under  the  Longshore  and Harbor  Workers’  Compensa t ion  Act  

(LHWCA),  and the  Federal  Employees’  Compensa t ion  Ac t  (FECA) .  

-      House  Democra t s  have  repor tedly set t l ed  on  a  compromise  for  income l imi t s  on  the  

$1 ,400 di rec t  s t imulus  checks  included in  the  rel ie f  package .  The  proposal  language ,  

re leased  la te  thi s  evening by the  Ways  and Means  Commit tee ,  wi l l  re tain  the  or iginal  

$75,000 annual  income cutoff  for  individuals ,  af te r  which  point  the  amount  wi l l  begin  

to  phase  out ,  but  with cur rent ly undisc losed ,  sharper  reduct ions  in  payments .  

https://financialservices.house.gov/uploadedfiles/bills-1172ih.pdf
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=407142
https://edlabor.house.gov/media/press-releases/chairman-scott-releases-ed-and-labor-budget-reconciliation-bill-text
https://edlabor.house.gov/download/fy21-budget-reconciliation-bill-text
https://edlabor.house.gov/imo/media/doc/2021-02-08%20Budget%20Reconciliation%20Bill%20Fact%20Sheet%20FINAL.pdf
https://edlabor.house.gov/download/fy21-budget-reconciliation-section-by-section
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iLhSraKwpd4
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/chairman-neal-announces-markup-covid-19-relief-measures?source=email


     Join t  f i l er s  earning up  to  $150,000 would  qual i fy for  the  ful l  $1 ,400 payment  

per  person,  as  wel l ,  and  phase  out  unt i l  being ent i re ly e l iminated  for  those  jo int  

f i l e rs  who earn  $200,000 or  more  per  year .  

     The agreement  would  conclude  an  ongoing debate  wi thin  the  par ty over  the  

e l igibi l i ty  requirements  for  the  payments .  President  Biden has  re fused  to  reduce  

the  maximum payment  f rom $1,400,  but  has  been  open to  sugges t ions  f rom 

modera te  members  tha t  fu l l  $1 ,400 payments  be  capped of f  a t  $50,000 per  year  

for  individuals .  

Congress  

-      Senate  Major i ty Leader  Chuck Schumer (D -NY)  announced today tha t  a  Senate  

Resolut ion  was  agreed  to  regarding the  upcoming impeachment  t r i a l  of  former  

President  Donald  Trump.  The  Resolu t ion ,  which  i s  expected  to  pass  the  Senate  ear ly 

th is  week,  was  s t ruck be tween Major i ty Leader  Schumer ,  Senate Minor i ty Leader  

Mitch  McConnel l  (R-KY) ,  fo rmer  President  Trump’s  Counse l ,  and  the  House  

Impeachment  Managers .  According to  the  resolut ion  and a  press  re lease  on  the  

agreement ,  the t r i a l  wi l l  inc lude  the  fo l lowing,  among o ther  parameters :  

     “Up to  4  hours  equal ly d ivided  between the  Impeachment  Managers  and the  

former  pres ident ’ s  counse l  to  present  a rguments  on  Tuesday February 9  on  the 

cons t i tu t ional i ty of  the  t r i a l”  fo l lowed by a  s imple  major i ty vote  on  whether  or  

not  the  Senate  has  the “ju r i sd ict ion  under  the  Const i tu t ion”  to  t ry former  

President  Trump.  
     Should  the  major i ty vote  in  favor ,  “up  to  16  hours  per  s ide  for  the  Impeachment  

Managers  and the  defense  to  present  thei r  case  beginning Wednesday,  Feb .  10  a t  

12:00pm EST” would  fo l low.   
     Following presenta t ions  f rom both  s ides ,  “a  to ta l  of  4  hours  for  Senators  to  

ques t ion  the two par t ies .”  
     Upon complet ion  of  the  Senator  ques t ion  per iod  an  addi t iona l  2  hours  equal ly 

d ivided  for  a rguments  on  “whether  i t  wi l l  be  in  order  for  the  S enate  to  cons ider  

mot ions  to  subpoena  wi tnesses  and documents .”  
     Up to  4 hours  for  c losing arguments  and then  a  Senate  vote  on  the  Ar t icle  of  

Impeachment .   

Senate  

-      Addit ional  informat ion  has  been  released  on  Senate  Finance  Commit tee  Chai rman Ron 

Wyden’s  (D-OR)  b i l l  to  l i f t  the  embargo on Cuba .  The  U.S. -Cuba  Trade  Act  would  

es tabl i sh  normal  t rade  rel at ions  with  Cuba by repeal ing a l l  sanct ions  and “other  

provis ions  that  a ffec t  t rade ,  inves tment  and t rave l .”  

     Speci f ical ly,  the  bi l l  would nul l i fy the  Helms -Bur ton  Act  and Cuban Democracy 

Act .  

-      Senate  Commerce ,  Sc ience ,  and  Transpor tat ion  Commit te e  Ranking Member  Roger  

Wicker  (R-MS)  sa id  tha t  he  looks  forward  to  working wi th  Secretary But t igieg on  

b ipar t i san t ransportat ion  pr ior i t ies  but  sugges ted  tha t  the impeachment  t r i a l  and  

par t i sanship  might  h inder  that  work.  

-      Sen.  Ed Markey (D -MA) commended President  Biden’s  recent  cl imate  ac t ions  as  an  

“excel len t  s ta r t”  and  “very cons i s tent  with  the  goals”  of  the  Green New Deal .  Sen .  

Markey a l so  voiced  hi s  support  for  a  c lean  energy s tandard ,  sugges t ing i t  could  be  

es tabl i shed  through reconci l i a t ion  and used  to  achieve  President  Biden’s  emiss ions  

goals .  

https://www.democrats.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/ALB21257.pdf
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/ALB21257.pdf
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/11221-0
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/11221-0
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/majority-leader-schumer-announces-agreement-on-structure-to-ensure-a-fair-and-honest-bipartisan-senate-impeachment-trial-of-donald-j-trump
https://www.finance.senate.gov/ranking-members-news/wyden-introduces-bill-to-end-cuba-embargo-and-establish-normal-trade-relations-2021


-      Sen.  Steve  Daines (R -MT)  announced tha t  he  intends  to  b lock the  nominat ion  of  Rep.  

Deb Haaland to  be  Secretary of  In ter ior  unt i l  hi s  concerns a re  addressed .  Sen .  Daines  

voiced  h is  oppos i t ion to  Haala nd’s  “support  for  the  Green New Deal  and  Pres ident  

Biden 's  o i l  and  gas  mora tor ium,  as  wel l  as  her  opposi t ion  to  the  Keys tone  XL 

pipel ine .”  

     Sen.  John Bar rasso  (R -WY) has  al so  voiced  h i s  concern  wi th Haaland,  s tat ing,  

“Representat ive  Haaland’s  radica l  v iews  are  squarely a t  odds  with  the  

respons ib le  management  of  our  nat ion’s  energy resources .”  

-      Sen.  Richard  Shelby (R -AL)  announced that  he  wi l l  not  run for  ree lec t ion  in  2022,  

a f te r  serving s ix  terms  in  the  Senate .  Sen .  Tommy Tubervi l l e  (R -AL)  won the  other  

Alabama Senate  sea t  in  2020 by more  than  20%.  

-      The Senate  Envi ronment  and Publ ic  Works  Commit tee  wil l  hold  a  vote tomorrow to  

advance  Michael  Regan’s  nominat ion  to  be Adminis t ra tor  of  the  Envi ronmenta l  

Pro tec t ion  Agency (EPA) .  

-      The Senate  Commit tee  on  Heal th ,  Educat ion ,  Labor ,  and  Pens ions  wi l l  hold  an  

Execut ive  Sess ion  on  Thursday to  cons ider  the  nominat ions  of  Miguel  Cardona  to  be  

Secretary of  Educat ion  and Marty Walsh  to be  Secretary of  Labor .  

House 

-      Reps .  Bi l l  Foster  (D-IL)  and John Katko (R-NY)  are  expected  to  re int roduce  the  

Improving Digi ta l  Ident i ty Act  to  bols te r  secure  personal  digi tal  ident i f ica t ion ,  c i t ing 

the  increased  use  of  te lehea l th  services  dur ing COVID -19.  

-      House  Overs ight  Commit tee  Chai r  Carolyn  Maloney (D -NY)  sent  a  le t t er  to  Par ler  

ca l l ing on  the  company to  d i sclose  any d i scuss ions  about  former  President  Trump 

ga in ing an  ownership  s take  and any f inancia l  involvement  wi th  Russ ian  ent i t ies .  

-      The House  Energy and Commerce  Subcommit tee  on  Envi ronment  and Climate  Change  

wi l l  hold a  hear ing tomorrow ent i t led  "Back in  Act ion:  Res tor ing Federa l  Cl imate  

Leadership .”  Witnesses  wil l  include:  

     Anna Fendley,  M.P.H. ,  Di rec tor  of  Regulatory and State  Pol icy,  Uni ted  

Steelworkers  (USW)  
     Chris ty Goldfuss ,  Senior  Vice  Pres ident ,  Energy and Envi ronmenta l  Pol icy,  

Center  for  Amer ican Progress  
     Mark Mil l s ,  Seni or  Fe l low,  The  Manhat tan  Ins t i tu te  
     Kerene  N.  Tayloe ,  Esq . ,  Director  of  Federal  Legisla t ive  Affa ir s ,  WE ACT for  

Envi ronmenta l  Just ice  

-      The House  Transpor tat ion  and Inf ras t ruc ture  Subcommit tee  on  Coas t  Guard  and 

Mari t ime Transporta t ion  wi l l  hold  a  hear ing tomorrow ent i t led  “Sta te  of  the U.S.  

Mari t ime Indus t ry:  Impacts  of  the  COVID -19 Pandemic .”  Wi tnesses  wi l l  inc lude:  

     Lauren  K.  Brand,  President ,  Nat ional  Associa t ion  of  Waterf ront  Employers  
     Ben Bordelon ,  Chai rman,  Shipbui lders  Counci l  of  Amer ica  
     Mario Cordero ,  Chai rman,  Board  of  Di rec tors ,  Amer ican  Associat ion  of  Port  

Authori t i es  
     C. James  Pat t i ,  Pres ident ,  Mar i t ime Ins t i tu te  for  Research  and Indus t r ial  

Development  
     Michael  G.  Roberts ,  Senior  Vice  President ,  Crowley Mar i t ime  
     Del  Wilkins ,  President ,  I l l inois  Mar ine  Towing  

https://foster.house.gov/media/press-releases/foster-introduces-bipartisan-digital-identity-legislation
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/2021-02-08.CBM%20to%20Wernick%20-Parler%20re%20Negotiations.pdf
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-back-in-action-restoring-federal-climate-leadership
https://transportation.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/state-of-the-us-maritime-industry-impacts-of-the-covid-19-pandemic


-      A New York s tate  judge  off icial ly ruled that  Claudia  Tenney (R -NY)  defea ted  

incumbent  Rep.  Anthony Br indis i  (D -NY)  in  the  race  for  New York’s  22
n d

 Dis t r ic t .  

Tenney was  ruled  the winner  by 109 votes ,  dec iding the  las t  outs tanding race  of  the  

2020 elect ion .  

     Brindis i  conceded the  elec t ion  via  a  s ta tement  re leased  on  Twi t te r .  

-      House  Aviat ion  Subcommit tee  Chairman Rick Larsen  (D -WA) and Reps .  Don Beyer  

(D-VA) ,  Eddie  Bernice  Johnson (D-TX) ,  Eleanor  Holmes  Nor ton  (D -DC) ,  and  Andre  

Carson (D-IN)  in troduced the  Nat ional  Avia t ion  Preparedness  Plan  Act  ( H.R.  884)  to  

develop  a  na t ional  avia t ion  preparedness  plan  for  publ ic  heal th  emergencies .   

     According to  a  press  re lease ,  the b i l l  would  requi re  the Departments  of  

Transporta t ion ,  Heal th  and Human Services ,  and  Homeland Secur i ty to  develop  

a  preparedness  plan  in  col laborat ion  with  ai r  carr ier s ,  a i rpor t s ,  and  labor  

unions .  

-      House  Homeland Securi ty Commit tee  Chai rman Bennie  Tho mpson (D-MS)  and Reps .  

Rosa  DeLauro  (D-CT),  Carolyn  Maloney (D -NY) ,  Pe ter  DeFazio  (D -OR) ,  Bonnie  

Watson Coleman (D-NJ) ,  and  Luci l l e  Roybal -Al la rd  (D-CA)  in troduced a  bi l l  ( H.R.  

903)  to  improve  Transporta t ion  Secur i ty Adminis t ra t ion  (TSA)  securi ty operat ions .  

     The bi l l  would  al so  a im to  increase  t ransporta t ion  securi ty workforce  se curi ty 

by applying the  t i t l e  5  personnel  sys tem to  TSA employees .  

-      Reps .  Anna  Eshoo (D-CA) ,  Eleanor  Holmes  Nor ton  (D -DC) ,  Ed Case  (D-HI) ,  Benn ie  

Thompson (D-MS) ,  and  Mike  Thompson (D -CA)  in t roduced a  bi l l  ( H.R.  870)  to  di rec t  

the  Federa l  Communica t ions  Commiss ion  (FCC)  to  update  the  nat ional  broadband 

p lan .  

-      Reps .  Brenda  Lawrence  (D-MI) ,  Troy Balderson (R-OH) ,  Mike  Quigley (D-IL) ,  and 

John Joyce  (R-PA)  in t roduced a  b i l l  ( H.R.  885)  to  provide  tax  credi t s  to  smal l  

bus inesses ,  non -prof i t s ,  independent  contrac tors ,  ve terans’  organiza t ions ,  and  farmers  

for  PPE.   

-      Reps .  David  Rouzer  (R -NC)  and Fi lemon Vela  (D -TX)  int roduced a  b i l l  ( H.R.  895)  to  

support  rural  water ,  was tewater ,  and waste  d i sposal  sys tems impacted  by COVID -19.  

-      Rep.  Louie  Gohmer t  (R -TX) int roduced a  b i l l  ( H.R.  874)  to  repeal  Sect ion  230 

pro tec t ions  in order  to  combat  onl ine  censorship .  

-      Rep.  Lauren  Boeber t  (R -CO)  and 22  o ther  House  Republ icans in troduced the  

Protec t ing Amer ican  Energy Jobs  Act  ( H.R.  859)  to  nul l i fy Pres ident  Biden’s  

execut ive  act ions  on  energy and prohibi t  any fu ture  mora tor iums on  energy and 

minera l  l eas ing on  federal  lands .  A press  re lease  on  the  b i l l  i s  ava i lable  here .  

-      Rep.  Judy Chu (D-CA)  and 49  o ther  House  Democra ts  in t roduced a  resolut ion  ( H.Res .  

103)  to  condemn the  January 6
t h

 a t t ack on  the  U.S.  Capi to l .  

     The resolut ion  spec i f ical ly addresses  the  “bigotry tha t  was  disp layed and 

voiced . . .  the  prominent  role  played by White  supremacis t s  and  domest ic  

t e rror i s t s  in  planning and leading the  s iege ,  and  the  elected  off icia ls  who 

encouraged them.”  

 

 

https://twitter.com/ABrindisiNY/status/1358863146841210880
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/884?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=21
https://larsen.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=2451
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/903?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/903?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/870?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=35
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/885?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=20
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/895?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=10
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/874?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=31
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/859?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=46
https://boebert.house.gov/media/press-releases/rep-boebert-introduces-bill-protect-colorados-energy-workers
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-resolution/103?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=60
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-resolution/103?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=60


COVID-19  

-      House  Transpor tat ion  and Inf ras t ructure Commit tee  Chai rman Peter  DeFazio  (D -OR)  

expressed  h is  commitment  to  inc lude  an  extension  of  the  PSP for  a i r l ine  workers  in  

the  next  COVID -19 re l ief  bi l l .  I t  i s  impor tant  to  note  tha t  such  an  extension  was  

included in  t he  House Financial  Services  Commit tee  por t ion  of  the  legis lat ion ,  as  

repor ted  on  above .  

     During an  inte rview,  Secretary of  Transpor ta t ion  Pete  But t igieg would  not  

commit  the  Administ ra t ion  to inc luding addi t ional  PSP funding in  the  rel ief  

package .  Secr etary But t igieg d id  say tha t  “ th is  ask f rom the  aviat ion  sector  is  

be ing taken very ser ious ly.”  

-      Sens.  Richard  Blumentha l  (D -CT) ,  Maria  Cantwel l  (D -WA),  and Ed Markey (D -MA) 

are  expected to  int roduce  legis la t ion  to  t rans i t ion  President  Biden’s  mask mandate  in to 

a  federal  l aw through the  end of  the  nat ional  emergency.  

     The Essent ia l  Transporta t ion  Employee  Safety Act  would  a im to  implement  

“s t rong heal th  and safe ty s tandards”  for  t ransportat ion  workers  and ensure  those  

workers  have  pr ior i ty access  to  COVID -19 test s  and  PPE.  

-      Rep.  Ron Wright  (R -TX)  passed  away yes te rday af ter  tes t ing pos i t ive  for  COVID -19 

last  month  and be ing d iagnosed wi th  lung cancer  in  2018.  Rep.  Wright  i s  the  f i r s t  

s i t t ing member  of  Congress  to  d ie  of  COVID -19.  Rep.  Wright  was  f i r s t  e lected  to  

of f ice  in  2018.  

Adminis trat ion  

-      The Off ice  of  the  U.S.  Trade  Representa t ive  (USTR)  announced mul t iple  new members  

of  i t s  s taf f ,  including:  

     Greta  Peisch  to  be General  Counsel  

     Sira t  K .  At tapi t  to  be  Assi s tant  U.S.  Trade  Representa t ive  for  In tergovernmenta l  

Affai r s  

     Jan  Beukelman to  be  Assi s t ant  U.S.  Trade  Representat ive  for  Congress ional  

Affai r s  

     Maíra  Ferrant i  Corrêa  to  be Digi tal  Media  Director  
     Adam Hodge to  be  Ass i s tant  U.S.  Trade Representa t ive  for  Media  and Publ ic  

Affai r s  
     Ethan Holmes  to  be  Special  Assi s tan t  to  the  Uni ted  S ta tes  Trade  Representat ive  
     Ginna Lance  to  be Deputy Chief  of  Staff  
     Samuel  Negatu  to  be  Di rector  of  Congress ional  Affai rs  
     Brad Setser  to  be  Counselor   
     Shantanu Tata  to  be  Execut ive  Secretary  
     Jami la  Thompson to  be  Senior  Advisor  
     Nora  Todd to  be  Chief  of  Staf f  
     Mark Wu to  be  Senior  Advisor   

-      Varun Sivaram was  selected  to  be  Senior  Adviser  to  Cl imate  Envoy John Kerry.  

S ivaram previous ly served  as  a  Senior  Research  Scholar  at  Columbia  Univers i ty 's  

Center  on  Global  Energy Pol icy,  focusing on  low -carbon energy and clean energy 

innovat ion .  

-      Pamela  Karlan was  selected  to  be  Pr incipal  Deputy Ass i s tant  At torney Genera l  in  the  

Department  of  Jus t ice’s  Civi l  Rights  Divis ion .  Karlan  i s  a  Sta nford  law professor  that  

cur rent ly serves  on  Facebook’s  overs ight  board .  

https://www.blumenthal.senate.gov/newsroom/press/release/blumenthal-cantwell-markey-introduce-legislation-to-ensure-transportation-worker-safety-amid-covid-19-pandemic


-      After  Yoo Myung-hee  withdrew her  candidacy to  be  Director  General  of  the  Wor ld  

Trade  Organiza t ion  (WTO),  the  Biden Adminis t ra t ion  expressed  i ts  “s t rong support”  

for  Ngozi  Okonjo -Iweala  to  serve  in  the pos i t ion .  

     Despi te  the  Trump Adminis t ra t ion’s  oppos i t ion  to  Okonjo -Iweala ,  the  Biden 

Adminis t ra t ion’s  posi t ion  has  been  applauded by House  Ways  and Means  

Commit tee  Chai rman Richard  Neal  (D -MA) and Ranking Member  Kevin  Brady 

(R-TX) .  

-      In  a  speech  to  the  Afr ican  Union,  President  Biden expressed  hi s  des ire  to  es tabl i sh  

s t ronger  t i es  wi th Afr ica  through t rade  and inves tment .  During h is  remarks ,  President  

Biden sa id,  “ the  United  States  s tands ready now to  be  your  par tner  in  sol idar i ty,  

support  and  mutua l  respect .”  

-      The Department  of  Just ice  announced tha t  i t  wi l l  voluntar i ly wi thdraw from the  Trump 

Adminis t ra t ion’s  lega l  chal lenge  to  Cal i forn ia’s  net  neutra l i ty  law.  J us t  as  the  Trump 

Adminis t ra t ion  repea led  net  neut ra l i ty  regula t ions  in  the  Federal  Communica t ions  

Commiss ion  (FCC) ,  i t  cha l lenged Cal i forn ia’s  l aw and effect ive ly paused  i t s  

implementa t ion .  

-      The Federa l  Aviat ion  Administ rat ion  (FAA)  announced  that  i t  wi l l  expand weather -

camera  services  to  Hawai i  in  order  to  “enhance  aviat ion  safety and p i lo t  deci s ion -

making.”  This  wi l l  spec if ica l ly dr ive  the  ins tal la t ion  of  23  camera  faci l i t i es  in  Hawaii ,  

beginning in  March .  

     These  weather  cameras  a re  current ly in operat ion  in  Alaska  and Colorado.  

-      Congressional  Democra t s  are  urging Pres ident  Biden to  shut  down the  Dakota  Access  

Pipel ine ,  c i t ing the  f inding that  the  Army Corps  of  Engineers  did  not  conduct  the  

requi red  envi ronmenta l  review before approving the  p ipe l ine .  

     The group includes  Sens .  Je ff  Merkley (D -OR)  and El izabeth  Warren  (D -MA) 

and Reps .  Raul  Gr i jalva  (D -AZ) ,  Nanet te  Bar ragan (D -CA) ,  and  Raul  Ruiz (D-

CA) .  

     As a  reminder ,  the D.C.  Ci rcui t  Court  of  Appeals  wi l l  hold  a  hear ing on  

Wednesday to  de termine  whe ther  the  pipel ine  should  be  shut  down.  

-      The Department  of  the  In ter ior  extended the  comment  per iod for  the  Trump 

Adminis t ra t ion’s  rule  change  on  Arc t ic  dr i l l ing.  The  comment  per iod  for  the  rule ,  

or iginal ly scheduled  to  c lose  on  February 8,  wi l l  now be  open unt i l  Apri l  9 .  

     In  November  2020,  In ter ior  announced 29  regulat ions  within  the  Arc t ic  

Explora tory Dr i l l ing Proposed Rule ,  to  address  compla int s  f rom oi l  dr i l l e rs  tha t  

they imposed h igh -cos t  requi rements .  Envi ronmenta l  advocates  c r i t ic ized  the  

move as  j eopardizing the  abi l i ty  of  dr i l l er s  to  prevent  or  mi t iga te  a  wel l  

b lowout .    

Other  News  

-      Amtrak CEO Bi l l  F lynn announced that  Amtrak wi l l  “ fu l ly res tore  long -dis tance  

service to  seven days  a  week”  and recal l  fur loughed workers  i f  Congress  author izes  

the  addi t iona l  $1 .5B in  supplementa l  funding tha t  i t  has  reques ted .  

-      Cali fornia  reques ted  an  addi t iona l  year  to  comple te  the  cons truc t ion  of  the  in i t ia l  

por t ion  of  i t s  h igh -speed ra i l  proj ec t .  The  new project ion  would be  comple ted  in  2023,  

instead  of  2022,  and  require  an  addi t ional  $1 .4B.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CE3X77YBSN8
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.faa.gov%2fnews%2fupdates%2f%3fnewsId%3d96620&c=E,1,xXar7q_J8pl9zhKH76Tkv3EsVcKHDyuJZVW-bjKzvXhDByu-r6Q1keBekDRyF3WlsINaC82hs_D3Uc813nhOO6pQTWrsyyE71fvfV-ylm6Myka8,&typo=1


-      Incompas ,  a  tech  t rade  group tha t  includes  Facebook and Microsof t ,  f i l ed  a  pe t i t ion  to  

the  Federa l  Communica t ions  Commiss ion  (FCC)  to  restore  neut ra l i ty  ru les  f rom the  

Obama Adminis t ra t ion .  This  wi l l  l ike ly  become a  s igni f icant  i s sue  for  the  Biden FCC, 

especial ly a f ter  Democrat s  obtain  a  major i ty.  

-      United  Nat ions  Secretary -Genera l  Antonio  Guterres  appoin ted  Michael  Bloomberg  to  

be  Special  Envoy on  Cl imate  Ambi t ion  and Solu t ions .  Bloomberg previous ly ser ved  in  

th is  posi t ion  before  s tepping down in  November  2019 to  run  for  president .  

-      The U.S.  Travel  Associa t ion  sent  a  l e t t er  to  Congress  out l ining i t s  pr ior i t i es  to  

support  the  recovery of  the  t rave l  indus try,  which  include:  

     Providing th ird  draw Paycheck Protec t ion  Program (PPP)  loans .  

     Dist r ibut ing grants  to  t rave l  indus try sec tors .  

     Author izing $2 .25B in  Economic  Development  Adminis t ra t ion  (EDA) grants  for  

safe  t rave l  pract ices .  
     Author izing $17B in  re l ie f  funding for  ai rpor ts  and  a i rpor t  concessionaires .  

     Extending payrol l  t ax  re l ief .  

     Establ i shing tax  incent ives  for  t rave l  job  restora t ion .  

-      The World  Trade  Organiza t ion (WTO) announced that  a  dec is ion  has  been  de layed in  

the  case  aga inst  former  President  Trump’s  s teel  and  aluminum impor t  t a r i f f s  br ought  

by the  European Union,  China ,  and  other  count r ies .  The  f ina l  repor t  i s  now expected  

“no ear l ier  than  the  second ha lf  of  2021.”  

-      A group of  envi ronmenta l  organiza t ions in  Flor ida  asked the Envi ronmenta l  Pro tect ion  

Agency (EPA)  to  reform i t s  phosp hogypsum regula t ions,  c i t ing a  "subs tant ial  present  

and  future  hazard"  to  human hea l th  and the  envi ronment .   

     The groups spec if ica l ly asked for  new ru lemaking on  phosphogypsum and 

process  was tewater  handl ing and a  reversal  of  the  EPA’s  previous  decis io n  that  

exc luded phosphogypsum f rom hazardous  was te  regulat ions .  

Federal  Regis ter  Notices  

-      The FAA reques ted  comments  on  the  renewal  of  an  informat ion  col lec t ion  on  the FAA 

Aircraf t  Noise  Compla int  and  Inqui ry Sys tem.  Comments  a re  due  by Apr i l  9 .  The  

not ice  can  be found here .  

-      The FCC announced tha t  compl iance  is  requi red  for  the  ru le  re lat ing to  “ report ing 

informat ion  about  the most  recent  da te  of  permanent  di sconnect ion  to  the  Reassigned 

Numbers  Database  per  the  2018 Second Repor t  and  Order”  beginning on  March  10 .  

The not ice  can be  found here .  

-      The FCC cor rected  a n  amendatory inst ruc t ion  in  a  f ina l  ru le  to  al low unl icensed  whi te  

space  devices  to  provide  rura l  broadband services  and In terne t  of  Things  ( IoT)  device 

development ,  e ffec t ive  February 11 .  The  not ice  can  be  found here .  

-      The Nat ional  Sc ience  Foundat ion  (NSF) announced a  meet ing of  the  Ast ronomy and 

Ast rophys ics  Advisory Commit tee  tha t  wi l l  t ake  p lace  on  June  2  f rom 12:00 -4:00pm 

ET.  The  not ice  can  be found here .  

-      The U.S.  Pa tent  and  Trademark Off ice  extended the  comment  per iod  for  the  Nat ional  

Counci l  for  Expanding Amer ican  Innovat ion’s  na t ional  s t rategy to  “expand innovat ion  

demograph ica l ly,  geographical ly,  and economica l ly.”  Comments  a re  now due  by 

February 23 .  The  not ice  can be  found here .  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.ustravel.org%2fsites%2fdefault%2ffiles%2fmedia_root%2fPoliciestoRestoretheTravelEconomy.pdf%3futm_source%3dMagnetMail%26utm_medium%3demail%26utm_content%3d2%252D5%252D2021%252Dweek%252Din%252Dwashington%26utm_campaign%3dust&c=E,1,UUzCQZ4oBOdgoRrVGznzf9NLWRq0YhtjVhVaQY5Cp2JNNUsttBmXsiTNeWzRF3bJFSSJfcmNY7-M86GN7szq5XYoebCocv8gYrAXlvygijwPC3GDFhWGIxQ,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.federalregister.gov%2fdocuments%2f2021%2f02%2f08%2f2021-02560%2fagency-information-collection-activities-requests-for-comments-clearance-of-a-renewed-approval-of&c=E,1,iyPSLI85UIPRT9NJcwHwgwcx4tQoVH52Z2VLaETRNZiBJnCe6Wcupvtth1OCuBo7CLUkyGEp71w8WvWuqLuK2hKdPXw05m51diepLPKoGa-xVhcebDLJlPA_a_w,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.federalregister.gov%2fdocuments%2f2021%2f02%2f08%2f2021-01299%2fadvanced-methods-to-target-and-eliminate-unlawful-robocalls&c=E,1,mJhHZJHzvbaBf1xvW4e_embcAwLlieRzmc-CyHkj9Kj0lOKCWvW22-9rnNpMBTRDGIXQMYA_xcn1anmoVBFtE7NX6eSWoug0CLnNRinxTHUpsb4,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.federalregister.gov%2fdocuments%2f2021%2f02%2f08%2f2021-02626%2funlicensed-white-space-device-operations-in-the-television-bands-correction&c=E,1,7IcjEMENxxa38CpXVOogrFRgT_5VXiQiMc0aH2TxQq0gRB8rxR1K7cQaFdxR5akZmKBISkE3nfydLwtR2f7odGXQOZx2nFy2g8d7BFclPaFH_1O9RhCLJA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.federalregister.gov%2fdocuments%2f2021%2f02%2f08%2f2021-02463%2fastronomy-and-astrophysics-advisory-committee-notice-of-meeting&c=E,1,fWQLFj8HR02zy8f3eJ29DumIpKPBTc2LHp3vXVlpWx9J_5x82OnGwhAVnGL-I0G6rf7sjCTkX4GIxiUHgTYx0L5Neh63lZrzDYUYggN4V5taSsj4fZ2nEw,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.federalregister.gov%2fdocuments%2f2021%2f02%2f08%2f2021-02571%2fextension-of-the-period-for-comments-on-the-national-strategy-for-expanding-american-innovation&c=E,1,hoTze4EkcLadf1xJllpPHnKr6akJhGYgRdUJcnjQwMVHDY4RWQCDMeqAgjADfXRpol3TaH72F89ILkJ0kCVcOKx71oVS4doszziInVxQbcjfbyv8wwxP8SIgw3SYtw,,&typo=1


-     The U.S. -China  Economi c  and Securi ty Review Commiss ion  announced a  hear ing on  

“Deter r ing People 's  Republ ic  of  China  Aggression  Toward  Taiwan”  tha t  wi l l  be  he ld  

on  February 18  at  10:30am ET.  The  not ice  can  be  found here .  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.federalregister.gov%2fdocuments%2f2021%2f02%2f08%2f2021-02236%2fnotice-of-open-public-hearing&c=E,1,b572R031FFV80_hBROnHbxjjMH9ogLNAuwRnYsNPGN6HAhAYflWbCMLxkiezyQdRzEcuRV8whaLIQOg_77BBIhFc4IpR4itsciK9m8_EzxgOxMEv&typo=1

