
Evening Update - Friday, February 5, 2021 
  

The House is  in  session.  The Senate is  in  recess .  

  

Budget Reconci l iation  

-     The budget  resolut ion  passed  the  Senate ear ly th i s  morning in a  51 -50 vote ,  marking 

Vice  President  Har r i s’  f i r s t  t i ebreaking vote .  

     A l is t  of  amendments  that  were  passed  as  par t  of  the  mara thon vote -a -rama.  In  

to ta l ,  45  amendments  out  of  the  almost  900 submi t ted  were  considered .  Of  

those,  only 22  amendments  were  passed .  

-     The House  passed  the  Senate  approved budget  resolut ion  today 219 -209,  wi th  Rep.  

Jared  Golden (D-ME) vot ing a longs ide  a l l  Republ ican Members  aga ins t  the  b i l l .   

   Rep.  Golden i ssued a  s ta tement  a t t r ibut ing h i s  no -vote  to  concerns  tha t  a  

budget  resolu t ion  wil l  prevent  the  fast -t racking of  $20B requested  by 

President  Biden in  h is  COVID -19 response p lan  to  accelera te  the  

product ion  of  COVID -19 vacc ines .  

   Speaker  Pelosi  s ta ted  today tha t  she  i s  conf ident  the  pandemic  legis lat ion 

wi l l  c lear  Congress  by Whi te  House’s  March  14  deadl ine,  when cur rent  

enhanced unemployment  benef i t s  would  otherwise  run  out .   

Congress  

  

Senate  

-     In  response  to  Sen.  Amy Klobuchar ’s  (D -MN) ant i t rust  re form legis la t ion  tha t  was 

in troduced yes terday,  Sen .  Mike  Lee  (R -UT) announced tha t  he  would  re int roduce 

legis la t ion  to  remove ant i t rust  enforcement  au thor i ty f rom the  Federa l  Trade 

Commiss ion  (FTC) .  Sen .  Lee’s  l egi s la t ion  would  ins tead  give  a l l  enforcement  

au thor i ty to  the  Depar tment  of  Just ice .  

-     It  i s  be ing reported  that  Sen .  Ted Cruz (R -TX)  has  placed  a  hold  on the  conf irmat ion  

of  Gina  Raimondo to  be  Secretary of  Commerce .  This  i s  in  response  to  a  group of  

House  Republ icans  reques t ing  a  delay in  the  confirmat ion  process ,  c i t ing concerns  

over  Raimondo’s  approach to  Huawei  and whether  she  would  uphold  the  sanct ions  

p laced  on  the  company by the  Trump Administ rat ion .  

-     Sen.  T ina  Smi th  (D -MN) announced that  she  wi l l  in t roduce  legis lat ion  wi th  Sen.  Ben 

Ray Lujan  (D-NM) to include  a  clean  en ergy s tandard  in a  fu ture infrast ruc ture  

package .  Sen .  Smi th  h ighl ighted  the need  to  “keep a l l  of  the  opt ions  that  we have  on  

the  table  to  ge t  th i s  done ,  inc luding reconci l i a t ion .”  

-     Senate  Envi ronment  and Publ ic  Works  Commit tee  Chai rman Tom Carper  (D -DE)  

out l ined  h is  cl imate  and inf ras t ructure  pr ior i t i es  for  th is  Congress ,  which  inc lude:  

     Confi rming Michael  Regan to be  Adminis t rator  of  the  Environmenta l  Protec t ion  

Agency (EPA) .  

     Addressing c l imate  resi l i ency.  

     Creat ing e lect r ic  vehicle  charging s ta t ions .  

https://golden.house.gov/media/press-releases/covid-19-relief-golden-announces-vote-against-starting-lengthy-budget
https://gop-foreignaffairs.house.gov/blog/mccaul-house-republicans-call-for-hold-on-raimondo-confirmation-until-biden-admin-clarifies-huawei-plans/


     Retra in ing workers  to  ga in  in -demand ski l l s .  

     Advancing c l imate,  t ranspor ta t ion ,  and  was tewater  inf rast ructure legi s lat ion  

wi th  bipar t i san  suppor t .  

     Addressing  the  i ssue  of  per - and  polyf luoroalkyl  subs tances (PFAS) .  

     Build ing roads ,  highways ,  br idges ,  and  t rans i t .  

     Inves t ing in  clean  dr inking water  and  was tewater  t rea tment .  

     Deploying broadband.  

-     Senate  Energy and Natura l  Resources  Commit tee  Ran king Member  John Barrasso  (R -

WY) sent  a  l e t t e r  to  Act ing In ter ior  Secretary Scot t  de  la  Vega  ques t ioning the  

implementa t ion  of  Pres ident  Biden’s  mora tor ium on  new oi l  and  gas  dr i l l ing leases  on 

publ ic  lands.  

     The le t ter  spec if ica l ly asks  the  Depar tment  “to  clar i fy the  adminis t ra t ion 's  

orders ,  provide  cer tain ty to  s ta tes  and oi l  and  gas  producers ,  and ensure  tha t  the  

Biden adminis t rat ion  i s  not  t reat ing New Mexico or  Nevada  more favorably than  

i t  i s  t rea t ing Wyoming or  o ther  s ta tes .”  

-     Senate  In te l l igence  Commit tee  Chai rman Mark Warner  (D -VA)  and Sens .  Amy 

Klobuchar  (D-MN) and Mazie  Hi rono (D -HI)  a re  se t  to  in t roduce legis la t ion  to  remove  

Sec t ion  230 protec t ions  for  d igi tal  adver t i s ing and paid  content .  The b i l l  would  a l so  

c lar i fy tha t  Sect ion  230 does  not  b lock onl ine  plat forms  f rom l iab i l i ty  over  civi l  r ights  

vio la t ions ,  wrongful  dea th,  harassment ,  or  cybers ta lking.  

     Sen.  Ron Wyden (D -OR)  voiced  h i s  oppos i t ion  to  th is  bi l l ,  s ta t ing tha t  i t  would  

ef fec t ive ly repea l  Sect ion  230 and negat ive l y impact  onl ine  commerce .   

-     Sens .  Cather ine  Cor tez Masto  (D -NV)  and Deb Fischer  (R -NE)  int roduced the  

Promot ing Digi ta l  Pr ivacy Technologies  Act  ( S .  224)  to  di rec t  the  Nat ional  Science  

Foundat ion  to  suppor t  pr ivacy enhancing technology research .  

     According to  a  press  re lease ,  the b i l l  would  al so  establ i sh  s tandards  for  pr ivacy 

enhancing technology in tegra t ion  in to  publ ic  and pr iva te  da ta  use ,  fur ther ing 

da ta  analys i s  whi le  ensur ing personal  pr ivacy.  

     The House  companion bi l l  ( H.R.  847)  was  int roduced by Reps.  Haley Stevens  

(D-MI)  and Anthony Gonzalez (R -OH) .  

-     Senate  Homeland Securi ty and Governmenta l  Affa ir s  Commit tee  Chairman Gary Peters  

(D-MI)  and a  b ipar t i san  group of  s ix Senators  in t roduced the  Protect ing Fi r ef ighters  

f rom Adverse  Substances  (PFAS)  Act  ( S .  231)  to  require  the  Federal  Emergency 

Management  Agency (FEMA) to  pro tect  f i re f ighters  and  emergency responders  f rom 

per - and  polyf luoroa lkyl  subs tances  (PFAS) .  

     As sta ted  in  a  press  release ,  the  bi l l  would  requi re  FEMA to  develop  “best  

pract ices ,  t ra ining,  and  educat ional  programs to  reduce ,  l imi t  and  prevent  

exposure  to  PFAS.”  

     The bi l l  passed the  Senate  dur ing the  116
t h

 Congress .  

https://www.energy.senate.gov/services/files/FDFF2694-9444-4D03-A447-286986E7C5B3
https://www.warner.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/4/f/4fa9c9ba-2b34-4854-8c19-59a0a9676a31/66DECFBC0D6E6958C2520C3A6A69EAF6.safe-tech-act---final.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/224?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=121
https://www.cortezmasto.senate.gov/news/press-releases/senators-cortez-masto-fischer-and-reps-stevens-gonzalez-introduce-bipartisan-bill-to-strengthen-online-data-privacy
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/847?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/231?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=114
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-leads-colleagues-in-reintroducing-bipartisan-bill-to-protect-firefighters-from-hazardous-pfas-chemicals


-     Sen.  Chri s  Murphy (D-CT)  in troduced the  Col lege  Athle te  Economic  Freedom Act  ( S .  

238)  to  al low col lege  a thle tes  to  receive  compensa t ion  for  use  of  thei r  name,  image ,  

and  l ikeness  (NIL) .   

     According to  a  press  re lease ,  the b i l l  would  prohib i t  “col leges,  conferences,  and  

the  NCAA” from res t r ic t ing the  r ight  to  NIL compensa t ion  and es tabl ish  

enforcement  mechanisms aga ins t  vio la t ions .  I t  would  a lso  al low col lege  a thletes  

to  organize  and obtain  lega l  representa t ion.  

     The House  companion bi l l  ( H.R.  850)  was  int roduced by Rep.  Lor i  Trahan (D -

MA).   

-     Sens .  Tammy Duckwor th  (D -IL)  and Mike  Rounds  (R-SD)  in troduced the  Publ ic  Heal th  

Emergency (PHE)  Product ion  Act  ( S .  266)  to  d i rect  the  Depar tment  of  Heal th  and 

Human Services  to  ful ly u t i l i ze  the  Defense  Product ion  Act  (DPA)  to  combat  COVID -

19.  

     As sta ted  in  a  press  release ,  the  bi l l  would  enhance  the  product ion  of  c r i t i cal  

medica l  suppl ies ,  pr ior i t i z ing federa l  contract s  over  pr iva te  sector  orders  and 

ensuring fai r  di s t r ibut ion  of  DPA funds .  

-     Senate  Finance  Commit tee  Chai rman Ron Wyden (D -OR)  and Sens .  Je ff  Merkley (D-

OR) ,  Dick Durbin (D-IL) ,  and  Pat r ick Leahy (D -VT)  int roduced a  b i l l  ( S .  249)  to  

e l iminate  the  t rade  embargo on  Cuba .  

-     Sen.  Jack Reed (D-RI)  in t roduced a  b i l l  ( S .  252)  to give  s ta tes ,  t r ibal  governments ,  

and  local  communi t ies  addi t ional  funding to  combat  COVID -19.   

-     Sen.  Rand Paul  (R-KY)  in t roduced a  bi l l  ( S .  232)  to  create  a  d i scret ionary spending 

l imi t  for  infrast ruc ture  funding.  

House 

-     The House  passed  the  Nat ional  Apprent iceship  Act  today 247 -173.  The  bi l l  wo uld  

create  1M new regis tered  apprent iceships ,  youth  apprent iceships ,  and  pre -

apprent iceships  over  5  years .  

-     House  Democrat s ,  who met  wi th  the  Pres ident  at  the  White  House  th is  morning,  said  

a f te rward  tha t  once the  emergency re l ie f  i s  comple te ,  the  admi nist rat ion  is  eager  to  

work on  an  economic  recovery package  focused  on  inf ras t ructure.   Rep.  DeFazio ,  who 

was  par t  of  Whi te  House  meet ing,  has  indica ted  tha t  the  s ta r t ing point  for  the  Biden 

p lan  wi l l  be  an  inf rast ructure  package  the  House  passed las t  year ,  but  he  al so said  i t  

would  be  more  expans ive .  

-     The House  Advisory Group on  Negot ia t ions  had  i t s  f i rs t  meet ing yes terday.  The  group 

i s  composed of  Chai rs  and  Ranking Members  f rom House  Commit tees  with  jur i sdict ion  

over  i ssues  impacted  by t rade  agreemen ts .  

     The meet ing d i scussed  individual  member  pr ior i ty,  wi th  mul t ip le  members  

expressing thei r  suppor t  to  exc lude  Sec t ion 230 protec t ions  f rom fu ture  t rade  

agreements .  

-     House  Armed Services  Commit tee  Ranking Member  Mike  Rogers  (R -AL)  s ta ted  tha t  

h i s  main  goal  i s  to  ensure  that  there  are  “no cuts  whatsoever  to  defense  spending.”  

Ins tead ,  Rep.  Rogers  expressed  h is  support  for  a  3 -5% annual  increase  in  defense  

spending.  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/238?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=107
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/238?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=107
https://www.murphy.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/murphy-trahan-introduce-legislation-to-allow-college-athletes-to-make-money-off-their-name-image-and-likeness
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/850?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/266?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=79
https://www.duckworth.senate.gov/news/press-releases/duckworth-rounds-introduce-bipartisan-bill-to-significantly-enhance-domestic-production-of-life-saving-medical-supplies
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/249?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=96
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/252?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=93
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/232?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=113


     In  contrast ,  new House  Appropriat ions  Subcommit tee  on  Defense  Chair  Bet ty 

McCollum (D-MN) h ighl ighted  the  need  to  “cut  was te  and s top  subs idizing 

outdated  and unnecessary programs and faci l i t i es .”  

-     Reps .  Ear l  Blumenauer  (D -OR)  and Br ian  Fi tzpat r ick (R -PA)  in troduced a  b i l l  ( H.R.  

793)  to  author ize  $120B to  create  a  Restaurant  Revi tal iza t ion  Fund,  which would  

provide  restaurants  wi th  s t ructured  re l ie f  through s tabi l i za t ion  grants .  

     A press  re lease  on a  vers ion  of  the  b i l l  in t roduced last  Congress  can  be  found 

here .  

-     Rep.  Ear l  Blumenauer  (D -OR)  and 28  other  House  Democra ts  in t roduced the  Nat ional  

Cl imate  Emergency Act  ( H.R.  794)  to  require  President  Biden to  dec lare  a  nat ional  

c l imate  emergency.  

     According to  a  press  re lease ,  thi s  dec lara t ion  would  spur  “inves tments  in  l a rge  

sca le  mi t iga t ion  and res i l iency project s ,  upgrades  to  publ ic  inf ras t ruc ture ,  

moderniza t ion of  mi l l ions  of  bui ld ings  to cut  pol lut ion ,  inves tments  in  publ ic  

hea l th ,  pro tect i ons  for  publ ic  l ands ,  regenera t ive  agr icul ture  inves tments  that  

support  local  and  regional  food sys tems,  and  more .”  

-     House  Ways  and Means  Subcommit tee  on  Selec t  Revenue  Measures  Chairman Mike  

Thompson (D-CA)  and 34  o ther  House  Democra t s  on  the  Ways  and  Means  Commit tees  

in t roduced the  Growing Renewable  Energy and Eff ic iency Now (GREEN) Act  ( H.R.  

848)  to  provide  tax  incent ives  to  combat  cl imate  change .  

     As sta ted  in  a  press  release ,  these  tax  incen t ives  would  a im to expand and 

deploy renewable  energy and energy ef f iciency technologies  to reduce  

greenhouse  gas  emissions .   The  same bi l l  was  int roduced las t  Congress ,  but  i s  

be ing put  forward  aga in  with  Democra ts  now contro l l ing both  chambers  of  

Congress  and the  White  House .  

COVID-19 

-     Secre tary of  Defense  Lloyd Aust in  i ssued  a  mask mandate  for  a l l  people  on mi l i ta ry  

insta l la t ions  and conduct ing of f ic ia l  Department  bus iness  outs ide thei r  homes .  

-     Johnson & Johnson submi t ted  i t s  appl ica t ion  for  emergency use  author iza t ion  f rom the  

Food and Drug Admin is t rat ion  (FDA)  for  i ts  s ingle -dose  COVID-19 vacc ine .  If  

approved,  the  vaccine could  become avai lab le  in  l imi ted  numbers  in  l a te  February or  

ear ly March .  

     The FDA is  cur rent ly developing new s tandards  for  COVID -19 vacc ines ,  tes t s ,  

and  drugs  in  order  to  address  the  new var iants ,  which  i s  expected  to  be released  

in  two to  three  weeks.  

-     Business  advocacy groups  are  prepar ing to  send a  l e t t er  to  Congress  oppos ing any 

repea l  of  net  operat ing loss  rel ie f  in  the  next  COVID -19 re l ie f  package .  This  benef i t  

a l lows  businesses  to rece ive  re funds  by compar ing the ir  net  opera t in g losses  to  pas t  

income for  an  extended per iod  of  t ime.  

     Sen.  Sheldon Whi tehouse (D -RI)  and Rep.  Lloyd Dogget t  (D -TX)  rein troduced 

legis la t ion  and wrote  a  l e t te r ,  which  was  s igned by 118 o ther  Congress ional  

Democra t s ,  to  reduce  ne t  opera t ing loss  refunds .  

 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/793?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=62
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/793?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=62
https://blumenauer.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/rep-blumenauer-leads-bipartisan-coalition-introducing-independent
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/794?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=61
https://blumenauer.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/blumenauer-ocasio-cortez-and-sanders-introduce-legislation-mandate
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/848?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/848?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=7
https://mikethompson.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/chairman-thompson-ways-and-means-democrats-introduce-green-act
https://media.defense.gov/2021/Feb/04/2002576265/-1/-1/1/DOD-ANNOUNCES-USE-OF-MASKS-AND-OTHER-PUBLIC-HEALTH-MEASURES.PDF
https://doggett.house.gov/sites/doggett.house.gov/files/Bicameral%20NOL%20Tax%20Break%20Letter%20-%20Whitehouse-Doggett-Brown-DeLauro-Cohen%202.2.21.pdf


Administration  

-     President  Biden i ssued  a  memorandum ent i t led  “Revi ta l iz ing Amer ica’s  Foreign  Pol icy 

and Nat ional  Securi ty Workforce ,  In s t i tu t ions ,  and  Par tnerships .”  The  memorandum 

seeks  to  es tabl i sh “a  bold  and sus tained  effor t  to  revi ta l ize  and modernize  the  na t ional  

secur i ty workforce ,  ensur ing that  i t  re f lects  the  ful l  diversi ty of  the  Uni ted  Sta tes ,  and  

renewing and modernizing our  n at ional  secur i ty ins t i tu t ions  and par tnerships .”  

     The memorandum speci f ical ly c rea tes  an  in te ragency working group to  faci l i ta te  

workforce  development  in “as  cyber ,  t echnology,  and  sc ience ,  t echnology,  

engineer ing,  and  math .”  

-     Secre tary of  Transpor ta t ion  Pete  But t igieg he ld  h is  f i rs t  publ ic  event  as  Secretary 

today,  dur ing which  he  spoke  to  members  of  the  rai l  and  t ransi t  indus tr ies  at  Union 

Sta t ion  in  Washington ,  D.C.  The  Secretary la rge ly d iscussed  the publ ic  t ranspor tat ion 

mask mandate  and the impor tance  of  addi t iona l  rel ief  for  the  t ransportat ion  indus try.  

-     The FTC and Depar tment  of  Just ice  announced  that  they wi l l  end  quick approvals  of  

nonproblemat ic  mergers  and requi re  a l l  corpora te  deal s  to  undergo a  30 -day review.  

This  appl ies  to  a l l  mergers  over  $92M.  

     Acting FTC Chai r  Rebecca  Kel ly Slaughter  c i ted  the  increased  number  of  

merger  f i l l ings  and COVID-19.  She  indicated  tha t  the  requi rement  would  be  

temporary.  

-     In  a  speech at  the  Sta te  Depar tment ,  Pres ident  Biden s tated  tha t  the  U.S.  “must  l ead”  

global ly on  cl imate  change ,  expla ining that  h is  Adminis t rat ion  is  working on  

“ integra t ing c l imate  obj ect ives  across  a l l  of  our  dip lomacy.”   

     Pres ident  Biden a lso  cal led  for  more  ambi t ious  U.S.  c l imate  goals  in  order  to  

spur  greater  commitments  f rom other  countr ies .  

-     Fol lowing President  Biden’s  execut ive  ac t ion s  on  cl imate  change ,  the  Department  of  

Jus t ice wi thdrew nine memoranda  and pol icy documents  f rom the Trump 

Adminis t ra t ion .  The  documents  concern  the inclusion  of  supplemental  environmenta l  

projec ts  in  set t l ement  agreements ,  payments  to  th i rd  par t ies ,  and e nforcement  

pr ior i t ies .   

-     President  Biden’s  commitment  to  d irect  40% of  the  $2T spent  on  c l imate  change  to  

d i sadvantaged communi t ies  i s  facing chal lenges ,  as  members  of  the  Adminis t rat ion 

a im to  i ssue  recommendat ions  for  how to  spend the  money.  Given th e  economic  

impacts  of  COVID -19  and the  goal  of  envi ronmenta l  jus t ice ,  there  a re  concerns  over  

which  communi t ies  wi l l  receive  the  funds .  

     Head of  Envi ronmental  Jus t ice  on  the  White  House  Counci l  on  Envi ronmental  

Qual i ty Ceci l i a  Mar t inez sa id  that  the  de f in i t ions  of  pr ior i ty communi t ies  are  

s t i l l  being de termined.  

-     Heather  Maloy was  selected  to  lead  the In terna l  Revenue  Service’s  ( IRS)  Taxpayer  

Fi r s t  Act  Off ice .  Maloy previous ly served  in  the  IRS as  Large  Bus iness  and 

In terna t ional  Divis ion  Commiss ion er  and Associa te  Chief  Counse l .  

-     A group of  over  100 publ ic  hea l th  exper ts  sent  a  l e t t er  to  the  Senate  Budget  Commit tee  

and Homeland Securi ty and Governmenta l  Affai r s  Commit tee  suppor t ing the quick 

confi rmat ion of  Neera  Tanden as  Di rec tor  of  the  Off ice  of  Management  and Budget  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/02/04/memorandum-revitalizing-americas-foreign-policy-and-national-security-workforce-institutions-and-partnerships/
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2021/02/ftc-doj-temporarily-suspend-discretionary-practice-early


(OMB).  The  le t te r  commends  Tanden as  a  “ leading voice  on publ ic  heal th i ssues .”  The  

le t ter  is  a t t ached.  

-     President  Biden withdrew 32 outs tanding nominat ions  Trump had sent  to  the  Senate in  

January,  pr ior  to  leaving of f ice .  Amo ng those  withdrawn were  the  nominat ion  of  Judy 

Shel ton  to  j oin  the  Federal  Reserve’s  Board  of  Governors ,  and  Joseph Bar loon to  be  a  

Judge  on  the  U.S.  Cour t  of  In ternat ional  Trade .  

-     Counci l  of  Economic  Advisors  member  Jared  Berns te in  d i sagreed  wi th  the  posi t ion  of  

Lar ry Summers ,  former  Treasury Secre tary under  Pres ident  Cl inton  and Economic  

Adviser  to  Pres ident  Obama,  tha t  President  Biden’s  COVID -19 re l ie f  plan  includes  too  

much economic  s t imulus .  According to  Summers ,  the  economy wi l l  require  a  maximum 

of  $50B monthly,  whi le  President  Biden’s  p lan  provides  $150B monthly.   Berns te in  

explained  tha t  the  funding was  much needed for  people  to  help  ge t  fo lks  back on  thei r  

feet  and  to  address  the  need  for  COVID re l ie f .   

     Berns tein  a l so  countered  Summers  c la im tha t  thi s  s t imulus  could  lead  to  

inf lat ion  and f inancial  ins tabi l i ty ,  hur t ing President  Biden’s  long -te rm pol icy 

agenda .  

Other News 

-     Yoo Myung-hee  wi thdrew her  candidacy to  be  Di rec tor  General  of  the  Wor ld  Trade  

Organiza t ion (WTO),  l ike ly a l lowing N gozi  Okonjo -Iweala  to  f i l l  the  pos i t ion .  

     As a  reminder ,  the Trump Adminis t rat ion  previous ly suppor ted  Yoo,  whi le  the  

Biden Administ ra t ion expressed  i t s  des ire  to  quickly appoin t  a  new Direc tor  

General .  

-     The Depar tment  of  Commerce  found that  the  U. S.  t rade  def ic i t  increased  to  $650B in  

2020,  reaching the  h ighes t  l eve l  s ince  2008.  Dur ing the  four  years  of  the  Trump 

Adminis t ra t ion  the  t rade  def ic i t  rose  by $169B,  though the  t rade def ic i t  wi th  China  did  

decrease  to  $315B in  2020.  

-     Customs and Borde r  Protec t ion  (CBP)  recorded  $74.4B col lec ted  in  ta r i f f s  on  impor t s  

dur ing 2020,  which  was  a  3 .5% increase  f rom 2019 and over  twice  the  amount  

co l lected  before  the  Trump Adminis t rat ion.  CBP a l so  processed  over  100,000 s tee l  and  

a luminum tar i f f  exclus ion  request s .  

     Addit iona l ly,  CBP found that  impor ts  into  the  U.S.  worth  less  than  $800 

increased  by 28% during 2020.  There  was  al so  a  219% r i se  in  ai r  cargo  

sh ipments  and 123% r i se  in  t ruck shipments .  

     During 2020,  over  23M t rave le rs  into  U.S.  por t s  of  ent ry had  thei r  faces  

scanned,  inc luding 8M people  who crossed  the  border  by foot .  The Trus ted  

Traveler  Program exper ienced an  addi t ional  9 .6M enrol lments ,  despi te  

t emporary enrol lment  center  c losures .  

-     Land O’Lakes  has  agreed  to  sel l  100,000 met r ic  tons  of  carbon credi t s  to  Microsof t  for  

$20/ ton .  Corn ,  soybean,  wheat ,  and  cot ton  fa rmers  wil l  use  preci s ion  fa rming da ta  to  

de termine  the  amount  of  carbon captured  by so i l .  

 

 

 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.cbp.gov%2fdocument%2fannual-report%2fcbp-trade-and-travel-fiscal-year-2020-report&c=E,1,klJ0V9UrYozNareRa9BGzZqsN4_kHrzo5he17PkKLa50xbcl6-Yl5hVIeHlefvTiozRaf-jDr67oDnrHvjGTg-PwkpZHDXExf_9Z6yjQeQmWDgI,&typo=1


Federal  Register Notices  

-     The Depar tment  of  Educat ion  requ ested  comments  on  the  extens ion  of  an  informat ion  

col lect ion  on  Pel l  Grant  Repor t ing under  the  Common Or igina t ion  and Disbursement  

(COD) Sys tem.  Comments  a re  due  by Apri l  6 .  The  not ice  can  be  found here .  

-     The Federal  Communicat ions  Commiss ion  (FCC)  reques ted  comments  on  met r ics  used  

to  eva lua te  funding appl icat ions  for  the  COVID -19 Telehea l th  Program.  Comments  can  

be  submi t ted  at  any t ime.  The  not ice  can  be found here .  

-     The In ternat ional  Trade  Commiss ion  reques ted  comments  on  a  compla int  f rom Evo lved 

Wire less  on  Certain  LTE -Compl iant  Cel lu lar  Communica t io n  Devices  and potent ial  

vio la t ions  of  Sec t ion  337 tar i f fs .  Comments  a re  due  February 13.  The  not ice  can  be  

found here .  

-     The Memorandum “Maximizing Ass i s tance  From the  Federa l  Emergency Management  

Agency To Respond to  COVID -19,”  which  was  s igned by Pres ident  Biden,  was  

of f ic ia l ly publ i shed  in  the  Federa l  Regis ter .  The  memo di rec ts  the  Federal  Emergency 

Management  Agency (FEM A) to  provide  100% federal  cost  share  for  e l igib le  work 

through September  30.  The  not ice  can  be  found here .  

-     The Smal l  Business  Adminis t ra t ion  (SBA)  i ssued an  inter im f inal  rule  amending 

forgiveness  and review of  Paycheck Protect ion  Program (PPP)  loans ,  as  s ta ted  in  the  

Economic  Aid  to  Hard -Hi t  Smal l  Businesses ,  Nonprofi ts ,  and  Venues  Act .  The  not ice 

can  be  found here .  

-     The Sta te  Depar tment  announced meet ings  of  the  Overseas  Secur i ty Advisory Counci l  

that  wi l l  t ake  p lace  on  February 23 ,  June  8,  and  November  16 .  The  meet ings  wil l  

d i scuss  global  th rea ts ,  pr iva te  sec tor  securi ty,  and  U.S.  business  informat ion  

pro tec t ion  overseas .  The not ice  can be  found here .   

-     The Depar tment  of  Labor  proposed to  delay the  ef fect ive  date  o f  the  Independent  

Cont rac tor  Sta tus  Under  the  Fai r  Labor  Standards  Act  rule  to  May 7 .  Comments  must  

be  submi t ted  by February 24 .  The  not ice  can  be  found here .  

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.federalregister.gov%2fdocuments%2f2021%2f02%2f05%2f2021-02426%2fagency-information-collection-activities-comment-request-pell-grant-reporting-under-the-common&c=E,1,22UHmZiXh_0Wor-HucT-fJ64Ah0xq9SWoIYfebaUomjYpkmkecAqX42H12o0sb0783ktbUwXNfsmnaiHjQh-e_3-Yz0SSNY_-RvWcHP9p_E,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.federalregister.gov%2fdocuments%2f2021%2f02%2f05%2f2021-02255%2fwireline-competition-bureau-seeks-comment-on-covid-19-telehealth-program-application-evaluation&c=E,1,lCEYVeFtPkpafh2qXbg1-6YrZVvurhYEAX5m-KNc9LBhNyeBfbPP5UcZ1ymtQG5OaKy9T7w-G9dSHncFuuWQ0CdmgrzHj-MMD_D6pqy3sLjsBc8,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.federalregister.gov%2fdocuments%2f2021%2f02%2f05%2f2021-02435%2fnotice-of-receipt-of-complaint-solicitation-of-comments-relating-to-the-public-interest&c=E,1,PqculPTsLnyjhqlA0sd5l5D6h5xAd3-Gddar5_NMPn3nFbVpVx-vK1JwWlEHtyIdS95sLV4-4b-pr2_AnoKU49Du3LDZGFxWE-svNixw8oUmVHboRzKnBw,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.federalregister.gov%2fdocuments%2f2021%2f02%2f05%2f2021-02569%2fmaximizing-assistance-from-the-federal-emergency-management-agency-to-respond-to-covid-19&c=E,1,SWoeZQGITuM_la8vBO4kbFfEMOKbUyTNpRAcSTC7_SIGIZMKNvSid41KaS_kv1Dgo0Gdx0Afjp4buvdSPhd2iD_OC7UHOwv8t1m4YAlw_QEBv19A033s_0U,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.federalregister.gov%2fdocuments%2f2021%2f02%2f05%2f2021-02314%2fbusiness-loan-program-temporary-changes-paycheck-protection-program-loan-forgiveness-requirements&c=E,1,8-RCmBycrM0AMUdT7_0JqtoXcdYW0DpXh-1Hl6vmK7SIbSdT6YNfo8AdSFnGu5sOaoixHO9lv2AzHCSk1FsdQtiNVAW2_CF_75WNnu6LMGYfBio,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.federalregister.gov%2fdocuments%2f2021%2f02%2f05%2f2021-02445%2foverseas-security-advisory-council-osac-meeting-notice-closed-meeting&c=E,1,_spRpBMm_uN19AjS5VTqoz6d-fXGPdjKknCIySBfRXrSjOZFQ5YUL1PKKY-e2g3qnRCMxdOXoFj5D2Kzl7pDYzcQmCbVQML3GeKv129K3NTpTojU&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.federalregister.gov%2fdocuments%2f2021%2f02%2f05%2f2021-02484%2findependent-contractor-status-under-the-fair-labor-standards-act-delay-of-effective-date&c=E,1,BPedtR7KuVJ5-LXryOqL7fZk0XzLgIX5fWUNXqY5xdOsg-ugtqeIgOS-RJMQ0H3l4FPkjZv9FYWNvS6McOImHdNOjvf-TXlwLAQIeueqF-4X9_C9DFzF8wRrCXeP&typo=1

