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Congress  

Senate  

-     The Senate  Commerce ,  Sc ience ,  and  Transportat ion  Commit tee  he ld  i t s  

nominat ion  hear ing today for  former  South  Bend,  Indiana  Mayor  Pe te  

But t igieg to  be  Secre tary of  Transpor ta t ion .  The  hear ing d i scussed  

President  Biden’s  infrast ruc ture  and cl imate  p lans  and h is  Execut ive  

Order  mandat ing masks  for  publ ic  t ransporta t ion ,  which  was  

re leased  today.  Other  focuses  included federal  grants ,  s t reaml ining 

federal  regula t ions ,  support ing rural  and  t r ibal  communi t ies ,  au tomated  

vehic les ,  and t ransporta t ion  e lec tr i f ica t ion .  The  members  al so  asked 

about  Amtrak,  broadband,  t rucking regulat ions ,  the  Keys tone  XL 

pipel ine ,  and a i rpor t  concess ionai res .   Ent ry Level  1  ( s tyle  “Evening 

Update  Paragraph Text”)  

     Sen.  Jon  Tes t er  (D-MT)  spec if ica l ly commended But t igieg for  

answering a l l  ques t ions  d irect ly and thoroughly.  There was  genera l  

b ipar t i san support  and  pos i t ive  sent iment  for  the  former  Mayor  to  

become Secretary of  Transporta t ion .   

     After  the  hear ing,  a  spokesperson for  

But t igieg  c la r i f i ed  tha t  But t igieg  does  not  support  increasing the  

federal  gas  tax .  But t igieg sa id  during the  hear ing that  he  would  

cons ider  a l l  poss ib le  funding opt ions .   

-     The Senate  Energy and Natural  Resources  C ommit tee  wi l l  hold  a  hear ing 

on  the  nominat ion  of  Jennifer  Granholm to  be  Secretary of  Energy on  

January 27 .  This  wi l l  be  the  f i r s t  hear ing for  Pres ident  Biden’s  

energy/envi ronment  nominees .  The  hear ings  for  Envi ronmental  Pro tec t ion  

Agency (EPA)  Adminis t ra tor  nominee  Michael  Regan and Department  of  

the  In ter ior  Secre tary Nominee  Rep.  Deb Haaland (D -NM) have  not  ye t  

been  scheduled.   

-     The Senate  Commi t tee  on  Commerce ,  Sc ience ,  and 

Transporta t ion  announced  that  i t  wi l l  hold  an  execut ive  sess ion  on  

January 27  to  consider  Commit tee  ru les  and budget .   

-     Seven Senate  Democrat s  sent  a  l e t t er  to  the  Senate  Ethics  Commit tee  

f i l ing a  complain t  aga inst  Sens.  Josh  Hawley (R -MO) and Ted Cruz (R -

TX)  and reques ted  an inves t iga t ion into  the i r  role  in  object ing to  e lec t ion  

cer t i f i ca t ion  af te r  the a t tack on  the  Capi tol .   

     According to  the le t te r ,  “by proceeding wi th  thei r  obj ec t ions  to  the  

e lectors  af te r  the  violent  at tack,  Senators  Cruz and Hawley len t  

l egi t imacy to  the  mob’s  cause  and made  future  vio lence  more  

l ike ly.”   

-     In  response  to  Pres ident  Biden’s  revocat ion  of  the  Keys tone  XL p ipel ine  

permi t ,  a  group  of  Republ ican  Senators  led by Sen.  Steve  Daines (R -

https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2021/1/executive-session
https://www.politico.com/f/?id=00000177-26cf-d167-a57f-27ef49590000


MT) announced  plans  to  in t roduce  a  bi l l  to  Congress ional ly  author ize  the  

p ipel ine .  The  group al so  announced plans  to  in t roduce  a  resolut ion  

requi r ing the  Par is  Cl imate  Agreement  to  be  submi t ted  for  Senate  

ra t i f i cat ion .   

     It  i s  unl ike ly that  e i ther  of  these  pieces of  legi s lat ion  wil l  advance  

in  the  Democra t ica l ly contro l led  Senate .   

-     Senate  Minor i ty Leader  Mi tch  McConnel l  (R -KY)  announced today that  

he  wi l l  propose  to  Senate  M ajor i ty Leader  Chuck Schumer  (D -NY)  to  give  

former  Pres ident  Donald  Trump unt i l  ear ly -February to  prepare  h i s  l ega l  

case  for  h is  impeachment  t r ia l .   

     As a  reminder ,  House  Speaker  Nancy Pelosi  (D -CA)  has  ye t  to  

t ransmi t  the  a r t i c le  of  impeachment  over  to the  Senate .   

 

House  

-     The House  voted  on  a  waiver  to  al low ret i red  General  Lloyd Aust in  to 

serve  as  Secre tary of  Defense .  The  waiver  was  approved  in  a  326-

78 vote .   

     Genera l  Aus t in  wil l  now have  to  separate ly receive  a  waiver  f rom 

and be  confi rmed by the  Senate .   

-     Reps .  Barbara  Lee  (D-CA) ,  Gregory Meeks  (D -NY) ,  J im McGovern  (D-

MA),  Adam Schi ff  (D-CA) ,  and  Anthony Brown (D -MD) sent  a  le t te r  to  

President  Biden  urging h im to  work wi th  Congress  to  reduce  execut ive  

war  powers ,  speci f ical ly the  2002 author izat ion  for  mi l i ta ry force  in  Iraq  

and  the  2001 authoriza t ion  for  the  war  on  te r ror ism.   

     The le t ter  encourages  in creased  Congress ional  overs ight  of  war  

power  by requi r ing a  sunset  c lause  an d c lear  out l ine  of  miss ion  

obj ect ives ,  t arge ted  count r ies ,  and adversar ies .   

-     Chair  of  the  House Overs ight  and  Reform Commit tee  Carolyn  Maloney 

(D-NY)  sent  a  le t t e r  to  Federa l  Bureau  of  Inves t iga t ion  (FBI)  Director  

Chr i s topher  Wray cal l ing on  the  FBI to  inves t iga te  the  ro le  of  Par l e r  in  

the  at tack on  the  Capi to l  and  i t s  p lanning.   

     The le t ter  a l so  asked the  FBI to  inves t iga te  whether  Par le r  ac ts  as  a  

“condui t  for  foreign  governments”  looking to  s toke  d ivi s ions  in  the  

U.S.   

-     Rep.  Gus  Bi l i rakis  (R -FL)  wi l l  be  the  Ranking Member  of  the  House  

Energy and Commerce  Commit tee’s  Subcommit tee  on  Consumer  

Protec t ion ,  replacing Rep.  Cathy McMorri s  Rodgers  (R -WA) who took 

over  as  Ranking Member  of  the  ful l  Commit tee .   This  ro le  a ffords  

Rep.  Bi l i rakis  with  inf luence  over  i ssues  cent ral  to  the  subcommit tee ,  

such  as  Sect ion  230,  da ta  pr ivacy,  and  mis informat ion  on  social  

https://lee.house.gov/imo/media/doc/Biden%20AUMF%20letter%20FINAL%20(1).pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/2021-01-21.CBM%20to%20Wray-%20FBI%20re%20Parler.pdf


media .   I t  a l so  oversees  l ike  autonomous  vehicles .  Rep.  Jan  Schakowsky 

(D-IL) ,  who chaired  the  Subcommit tee  on  Consumer  Protect ion  in  

the  116
t h

 Congress ,  wi l l  cont inue  to  do  so .    

     Rep.  David  McKinley (R -WV) wil l  replace  ret i red Rep.  John 

Shimkus  (R -IL)  as  Ranking Member  of  the House  Energy and 

Commerce  Commit tee’s  Subcommit tee  on  Envi ronment  and Cl imate  

Change .  Rep.  McKinley previous ly int roduced legis la t ion  with  Rep.  

Kurt  Schrader  (D-OR)  to  reduce  carbon emissions  in  the  power  

sec tor  80% by 2050.   

     Rep.  Fred  Upton (R -MI)  wi l l  remain  Ranking Member  of  the House  

Energy and Commerce  Commit tee’s  Subcommit tee  on  Energy in  the  

117
t h

 Congress .   

     Rep.  Morgan Gri ff i th  (R-VA)  wi l l  rep lace  Rep.  Bre t t  Guthr ie  (R -

KY)  as  the  Ranking Member  of  the  House Energy and Commerce  

Commit tee’s  Subcommit tee  on  Oversight  and  Inves t iga t ions .  Rep.  

Guthr ie  wil l  now be  Ranking Member  of  the  Subcommit tee  on  

Heal th .   

     Rep.  Bob Lat ta  (R-OH)  wi l l  remain  Ranking Member  of  the  House  

Energy and Commerce  Commit tee’s  Subcommit tee  on  

Communica t ions  and Technology.    

Adminis trat ion 

     Staf f ing   

-     President  Biden named addi t ional  act ing agency secretar ies  tha t  inc lude:   

     Jane  Nishida wi l l  se rve  as  Act ing Administ rator  of  the  

Envi ronmenta l  Pro tect ion  Agency (EPA) .  Nishida  i s  cur rent ly EPA 

Deputy Ass is tant  Adminis t ra tor  for  In terna t ional  and  Tr iba l  

Affai r s .   

     Scot t  de  la  Vega  wi l l  serve  as  Act ing Secretary of  In ter ior .  Vega  i s  

cur rent ly Associa te  Sol ic i tor  for  Genera l  Law  a t  the  Department  of  

In ter ior .   

     Phil  Rosenfel t  wi l l  serve  as  Act ing Secre tary of  

Educat ion .  Rosenfel t  i s  cur rent ly Deputy Genera l  Counsel  for  

Program Service  a t  the  Department  of  Educat ion .   

     Lana Hurdle  wil l  se rve  as  Act ing Secretary of  Transpor ta t ion  unt i l  

Pe te  But t igieg’s  confi rmat ion .  Hurdle i s  cur rent ly Deputy Ass i s tant  

Secretary for  Budget  and  Programs a t  the  Department  of  

Transporta t ion .   

     Acting Deputy Secre tary Wynn Coggins ,  a l ready in  place  at  the  

Department  of  Commerce ,  wi l l  t emporar i ly l ead  the 

depar tment  unt i l  the  Senate  conf i rms  President  Biden’s  

nominee .  As  a  reminder ,  Rhode  Is land Governor  Gina Raimondo’s  

nominat ion  i s  to  be  cons idered  by the  Senate  Commerce  Commit tee  

on  Tuesday,  January 26 .   

-     Addi t iona l  s taf f  for  the  Depar tment  of  Transporta t ion  (DOT)  have  

been  announced  and  inc lude:   



     Stephanie  Pol lack,  deputy administ ra tor ,  Federa l  Highway 

Adminis t ra t ion  (FHWA)   

     Meera  Joshi ,  deputy adminis t ra tor ,  Federal  Motor  Carr ie r  Safe ty 

Adminis t ra t ion  (FMCSA)   

     Amit  Bose ,  deputy adminis t rator ,  Federa l  Rai l road  Adminis t ra t ion  

(FRA)   

     Nuria  Fernandez,  deputy administ ra tor ,  Federa l  Trans i t  

Adminis t ra t ion  (FTA)   

     Lucinda  Lessley,  deputy administ ra tor ,  Mari t ime Adminis t rat ion  

(MARAD)   

     Steve  Cl i f f ,  deputy adminis t rator ,  Nat ional  Highway Traf f ic  Safety 

Adminis t ra t ion  (NHTSA)   

     A. Bradley Mims ,  deputy administ ra tor ,  Federa l  Aviat ion 

Adminis t ra t ion  (FAA)   

     Florence  Chen,  spec ial  assi s tan t  for  pol icy   

     Tatjana  Kunz,  spec ial  ass is tan t  for  pol icy   

     Chris topher  Coes ,  pr inc ipa l  deputy ass is tant  secretary for  

t ranspor tat ion  pol icy   

     Robin  Hutcheson,  deputy ass i s tant  secretary for  safety pol icy   

     Michael  Shapiro ,  deputy ass i s tant  secretary for  economic  pol icy   

     Sophie  Shulman,  deputy chief  of  s taf f  for  pol icy   

     John Putnam,  deputy genera l  counse l   

     Alex Pena ,  special  assi s tan t  to  the  genera l  counsel   

     Ann Carl son ,  chief  counsel ,  NHT SA  

     Subash  Lyer ,  chief  counse l ,  FTA   

     Andrew Rogers ,  ch ief  counsel ,  FHWA   

     Casey Clemmons ,  specia l  ass i s tant ,  Pipe l ines  and Hazardous  

Mater ia ls  Safety Adminis t ra t ion  (PHMSA)   

     Diana  Lopez,  senior  adviser  to  the  administ rator ,  FRA   

     Charlene  Wang,  spec ial  assi s tan t ,  FHWA   

     Laurence  Wi ldgoose ,  ass is tan t  adminis t ra tor  for  pol icy,  

in te rgovernmenta l  af fa i rs  and  envi ronment ,  FAA   

     Charles  Smal l ,  deputy assi s tan t  secretary for  in tergovernmenta l  

a f fa i r s   

     Edward  McGlone ,  deputy ass i s tant  secretary for  congressional  

a f fa i r s  (House)   

     Mohsin  Syed,  pr inc ipal  deputy assi s tant  secre tary for  congress ional  

a f fa i r s  (Senate)   

     All ie  Panther ,  White  House  l i a i son   

     Will  Rasky,  spec ial  ass i s tant  for  governmenta l  a ffai rs   

     Laura  Schi l l er ,  chief  of  s ta ff   

     Carlos  Monje ,  senior  adviser  and  ac t ing chief  of  s ta ff   

     Danie l le  Hirshberg,  deputy chief  of  s taf f  for  opera t ions   

     Just ine  Hong,  d irec tor  of  execut ive  secre tar iat   

     Victor ia  Baecher  Wassmer ,  deputy ass is tant  secre tary for  f inance  

and budget   

     Phil ip A.  McNamara ,  ass is tan t  secretary for  adminis t rat ion   

     Courtenay Raymond,  d irector  of  schedul ing and advance   



     Dani  Simons ,  assis tant  to  the  secre tary and d irec tor  of  pu bl ic  

a f fa i r s   

     Robert  Hampshire ,  pr inc ipa l  deputy ass is tant  secre tary for  research  

and technology   

     Maur ice  Henderson,  senior  adviser   

     Irene  Mar ion,  d i rec tor ,  Off ice  of  Civi l  Rights   

     Annie  Pe tsonk,  pr inc ipal  deputy ass i s tan t  secre tary for  avia t ion  

and internat ional  a ffai r s   

     Vinn White ,  senior  adviser  for  implementat ion   

-     President  Biden announced addi t ional  members  of  the  Department  of  

Energy’s  senior  s taf f ,  including:   

     Kelly Speakes -Backman to  be  Pr incipal  Deputy Ass is tant  Secre tary 

of  Energy Ef f ic iency and Renewable Energy   

     Jenni fer  Wilcox to be  Pr incipal  Deputy Ass i s tant  Secretary for  

Foss i l  Energy   

     Vanessa  Chan to  be  Chief  Commercial iza t ion  Off icer   

     Shalanda Baker  to be  Deputy Di rector  of  Energy Jus t ice   

     Jenni fer  Jean  Kropke  to  be  Director  of  the  Energy Jobs  Off ice   

     Chris topher  Davis  to  be  Senior  Adviser  to  the  Energy Secre tary   

     Avi  Zevin  to  be  Deputy Genera l  Counsel  for  Energy Pol icy   

-     Federa l  Energy Regula tory Commiss ion  (FERC)  Commiss ioner  Rich  Gl ick 

was  selected  to  be  the new FERC Chair .  His  t erm does  not  require  Senate  

approval  and  wil l  go  through June  2022.  Gl ick has  served  as  a  

Commiss ioner  for  three  years ,  providing cons is ten t  suppor t  for  

greenhouse  gas  emissions  reduct ion .  FERC is  expected  to  have  a  3 -2  

Republ ican major i ty unt i l  Commiss ioner  Nei l  Chat ter j ee’s  t erm ends  on  

June  30 .    

-     Mark Mazur  wi l l  temporar i ly serve  as  Deputy Ass is tant  Secretary for  Tax 

Pol icy a t  the  Dep ar tment  of  Treasury.  Mazur  is  cur rent ly the  Director  of  

the  Tax Pol icy Center  and  previously  served  in  the  Department  

of  the  Treasury dur ing the  Obama Administ rat ion .   

-     Federa l  Communica t ions  Commiss ion  (FCC)  Commiss ioner  

Jessica  Rosenworcel  wi l l  serve  as  Act ing Chai r  of  the  

FCC.  Rosenworce l  has  served  on  the  FCC since  2012,  focus ing on  

increasing broadband deployment  to  close  the  d igi ta l  d ivide .   

-     Chr is topher  Hoff  has  been  named Deputy Ass i s tant  Secre tary  for  

Services  a t  the Department  of  Commerce  and wi l l  lead  negot iat ions  with  

the  European Union to  c rea te  a  new Pr ivacy Shie ld  f ramework.   

-     Nora  Todd has  been  se lected  to  be  Chief  of  Staff  for  the  U.S.  Trade  

Representa t ive  (USTR ) .  Todd i s  cur rent ly the  Chief  Economic  Adviser  to  

Sen.  Sher rod  Brown  (D-OH) .   

Pol icy  Agenda 



-     President  Biden s igned a  d i rect ive  to  d irect  the  Federal  Emergency 

Management  Agency (FEMA) to  use  di sas te r  a id  funding for  fu l l  

re imbursement  of  personal  protec t ive  equipment  (PPE)  and  cleaning  suppl ies  

necessary to  reopen sch ools .   

-     The Biden Adminis t ra t ion  s igned  an  Execut ive  Order  las t  n ight  tha t  wi l l  

begin  the  process  of  revers ing a  wide  var iety of  the Trump Administ rat ion’s  

energy and envi ronmental  pol icies .  This  wil l  cover  many recent  

Envi ronmenta l  Pro tect ion  Agency (EPA)  pol icies  f rom the  Trump 

Adminis t ra t ion  on  methane emiss ions ,  carbon d ioxide l imi t s ,  the Clean  Ai r  

Act ,  mercury l imi t s ,  and  science  t ransparency.  I t  a l so  addressed  the  

Department  of  In ter ior ’ s  o i l  and  gas  leas ing in  the  Arc t ic  Nat ional  Wi ld l i fe  

Refuge .   

     Pres ident  Biden a lso  d irected  the Off ice  of  Management  and Budget  

(OMB) to  f ind  ways  to  improve  regula tory review,  in order  to  address  

concerns  of  ru les  favor ing indus try in te rest s .  

 

-     The Depar tment  of  the  In ter ior  ordered  tha t  the  approval  process  for  a l l  

new dr i l l ing permi ts  on  federal  l ands  be  suspended  for  60  days .  This  

includes “any onshore  or  of fshore  fossi l  fue l  author iza t ion ,  including but  

not  l imi ted  to  a  l ease ,  amendment  to  a  lease ,  a ff i rmat ive  extension  of  a  

l ease ,  contract  or  o ther  agreement ,  or  permi t  to  dr i l l .”   

-     During h is  inaugura l  address  yes te rday,  President  Biden pledged to  

restore  internat ional  re lat ions  and U.S.  global  l eadership ,  which was  

supported by h i s  rejo in ing of  the  Par is  Cl imate  Agreement .   

     However ,  the  Execut ive  Order  revokin g the  Keys tone  XL pipel ine  

permi t  wi l l  l ike ly cause  problems wi th  Canada ,  as  Canadian Pr ime 

Ministe r  Just in Trudeau has  consi s tent ly suppor ted  the  pipel ine .    

-     Fol lowing the  use  of  soc ial  media  to  plan  the  a t tack on  the  Capi tol ,  many 

progressives  are  urging Pres ident  Biden  aga inst  adding tech  company 

of f ic ia ls  to  h is  Adminis t rat ion .   

     A coal i t ion  of  advocacy groups  sent  a  le t te r  to  President  Biden 

opposing the  cons ide ra t ion  of  Renata  Hesse for  an  

ant i t rust  enforcement  pos i t ion  in  the  Department  of  Jus t ice .  Hesse  

has  worked for  Google  and Amazon.     

 

General  Administrat ion  

 

-     In terna l  Revenue  Service  ( IRS)  Commiss ioner  Char les  Ret t ig sa id  today that  

i t  may be  d i ff icu l t  for  the  IRS to  d i s t r ibute  another  round of  s t imulus  checks  

to  Amer icans  dur ing th i s  year’s  t ax  f i l ing season.  Commiss ioner  Ret t ig sa id  

h i s  agency needed some t ime to  “program and program.”  The  second round 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/20/executive-order-protecting-public-health-and-environment-and-restoring-science-to-tackle-climate-crisis/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.doi.gov%2fsites%2fdoi.gov%2ffiles%2felips%2fdocuments%2fso-3395-signed.pdf&c=E,1,-Yv15dYU9jzjv5R8nj8M7sMQqbpeHLUXrJP0BSzEsjo2L1G6GQ6AodA8g8CBzW_3e88rZSJV3pxEpQh96Yz-ilLSu3fqlwyFj1JRwon00jeCSCc,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.economicliberties.us%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2021%2f01%2fFinal_AntitrustAppointmentsLetter_1.18.docx.pdf&c=E,1,kfCDOjtePT_2CCmSroUtaypjk7lL_HQGGrxULWvQT08JGo0zq7qGtZY-UythhJ8pEgr9NcDUno7YkZzxazQdutx_KqpzYI7rwbMICRVR7In0aC3w&typo=1


of  s t imulus  checks  led  the  IRS to  delay the tax  f i l ing season to  February 12 ,  

and  the  agency now needs  t ime to  update  the i r  f i l es  ahead of  tha t  date .  

 

COVID-19 

-     In  order  to  ful f i l l  the  goals  of  hi s  Nat ional  St rategy for  the  COVID -

19 Response  and Pandemic  Preparedness ,  President  Biden s igned ten  

Execut ive  Orders  and took o ther  ac t ions .  A fact  shee t  on  these  orders  can  be  

found here .  The  ac t ions  inc lude:   

     Increas ing product ion  and equi table  d is t r ibut ion  of  vacc ina t ion  

suppl ies ,  tes t ing suppl ies ,  and personal  protect ive  equipment  

(PPE) .  The ful l  Execut ive  Order  may be  found  here .   

     Reimbursing s tates  for  Nat ional  Guard  and emergency supply 

cos ts .  The ful l  Memorandum may be  found  here .   

     Creat ing a  COVID -19 Pandemic  Test ing Board  to  increase  test ing 

capaci ty and access .  The ful l  Execut ive  Order  may be  found  here .   

     Author izing increased  research  into  t reatment  and cl in ica l  care .    

     Enhancing data  col lec t ion ,  product ion ,  shar ing,  and  ana lys is .  The Ful l  

Execut ive  Order  may be  found  here .   

     Improving the  vacc inat ion  program by e s tabl i sh ing communi ty 

vacc inat ion centers  and  a  federa l  pharmacy program.   

     Requi r ing guidance  on  reopening schools  f rom the  Departments  of  

Educat ion  and Heal th and Human Services .  The ful l  Execut ive  Order  

may be  found  here .   

     Requi r ing guidance  on  worker  safe ty f rom the  Occupat ional  Safety  and 

Heal th  Adminis t rat ion  (OSHA).  The ful l  Execut ive  Order  may be  

found  here .   

     Mandat ing masks  in  a i rport s  and  on  publ ic  t ransporta t ion  and 

requi r ing negat ive  COVID -19 tes ts  f rom in terna t ional  a i r  t rave lers  

in to  the U.S.  The fu l l  Execut ive  Order  may be  found  here .   

     Establ i shing a  COVID -19 Heal th  Equi ty Task Force  to  ensure 

equi table  access ,  suppor t ,  and  da ta  col lec t ion .  The ful l  Execut ive  

Order  may be  found  here .   

     Restor ing U.S.  l eadership  in  global  hea l th  and the internat ional  

humani ta r ian  response  to  COVID -19.  The fu l l  Execut ive  Order  may be  

found  here .   

-     The Flor ida  Departme nt  of  Heal th  i ssued  guide l ines  to  decrease  COVID -19 

vacc ine  tour i sm to  the  s ta te ,  as  Flor ida has become a  popular  des t ina t ion  for  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/National-Strategy-for-the-COVID-19-Response-and-Pandemic-Preparedness.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/National-Strategy-for-the-COVID-19-Response-and-Pandemic-Preparedness.pdf
http://ntaonline.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/FACT-SHEET-COVID-19-EOs.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/21/executive-order-a-sustainable-public-health-supply-chain/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/21/extend-federal-support-to-governors-use-of-national-guard-to-respond-to-covid-19-and-to-increase-reimbursement-and-other-assistance-provided-to-states/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/21/executive-order-improving-and-expanding-access-to-care-and-treatments-for-covid-19/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/21/executive-order-ensuring-a-data-driven-response-to-covid-19-and-future-high-consequence-public-health-threats/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/21/executive-order-supporting-the-reopening-and-continuing-operation-of-schools-and-early-childhood-education-providers/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/21/executive-order-protecting-worker-health-and-safety/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/21/executive-order-promoting-covid-19-safety-in-domestic-and-international-travel/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/21/executive-order-ensuring-an-equitable-pandemic-response-and-recovery/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/20/executive-order-organizing-and-mobilizing-united-states-government-to-provide-unified-and-effective-response-to-combat-covid-19-and-to-provide-united-states-leadership-on-global-health-and-security/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2ffloridahealthcovid19.gov%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2021%2f01%2fPrioritization-of-Floridans-for-Covid-19-Vaccinations.pdf&c=E,1,o322NMLkAy-m5TnklWYb90OkZEdqyHr5qCk9a9YJaDszh_zjSKEmmnWI1CfRDOSwkKnZYFMPlkvXgKmzyVfdPj_cU8yGwV58UNeBPf1EznfMABEc1shQhw,,&typo=1


in te rnat ional  vi s i tors  looking to  receive  the COVID -19 vacc ine .  The 

guide l ines  now require  proof  of  res idency for  al l  hospi tal s ,  Publ ix  Super  

Markets ,  and  s t a te -run  vacc ine  administ rat ion  s i tes .   

-     New York Governor  Andrew Cuomo announced tha t  the  s tate  i s  facing a  

week-to -week shor tage  of  the  COVID -19 vacc ine ,  creat ing  “a  cons tant  

pa t te rn of  basical ly running out ,  wai t ing for  the  next  week’s  a l loca t ion  and  

then  s tar t ing up  aga in”  New York cur rent ly has  7M  res idents  el igib le  to 

receive  the vacc ine  and administe rs  a  da i ly average  of  65 ,000 doses .  

Other  News 

-     Before  leaving of f ice  yesterday,  former  President  Trump  i ssued a  

proclamat ion  that  removed the  10%  tar i f f  on  a luminum f rom the  Uni ted 

Arab  Emira tes  (UAE),  replacing the  tar i f f s  wi th  quotas .  The UAE i s  the  

th ird  la rgest  expor te r  of  aluminum to  the  U.S.   

     As a  reminder ,  former  Pres ident  Trump imposed these  ta r i f f s  in  

2018 for  nat ional  secur i ty purpos es .  

-     Fol lowing Sweden 's  ban  on the  use  of  equipment  f rom Chinese companies  

Huawei  and ZTE from i t s  5G networks  in  October ,  China  urged “Sweden 

to  immedia te ly cor rect  the  mis take ,  and  meet  China  hal f -way and f ind  

so lut ions  on  the  basi s  of  preserving Chi na-Sweden economic  and t rade  

coopera t ion .”   

     The Chinese  Minist ry of  Commerce  al so accused  Sweden of  

vio la t ing World  Trade  Organiza t ion  ru les  by banning Chinese  

companies  f rom 5G auct ion s .   

-     Google  requested  tha t  the  ant i t rust  sui t  aga ins t  i t s  adver t is ing technology 

that  i t  i s  cur rent ly fac ing in  a  Texas  federa l  court  be  t ransferred  to  

Cal i fornia .  Google  a rgued tha t  i t  i s  fac ing s ix  addi t iona l  ant i t rus t  sui ts  in  

Cal i fornia ,  which i s  c loser  to  i t s  headquarte rs  and  necessary resources .   

     It  i s  unl ike ly that  Texas  wi l l  agree  to  thi s  t ransfer  as  the  Texas  

At torney Genera l ,  who leads  the  su i t ,  selected  the  speci f ic  court  

for  i ts  reputa t ion  of  quickly hear ing cases .   

-     The D.C.  Circui t  Cour t  of  Appeals  is sued  a  t emporary s tay on EPA 

exempt ions  for  three  re f iner ies  f rom Renewable  Fuel  Standard  

requi rements ,  asking the  EPA to  explain  the  act ion  by February 3 .  I t  i s  

l ike ly that  the  Biden Adminis t ra t ion’s  EPA wi l l  use  exempt ions  in  a  more  

l imi ted  capac i ty.    

-     The Biden Adminis t ra t ion  has  al re ady rece ived  suppor t  for  

yes te rday’ s  COVID-19 and immigra t ion  Execut ive  Orders  f rom tech  

companies .  These  companies  inc lude  Microsoft ,  Amazon,  Google ,  

Twit te r ,  and  IBM, among o thers .  Facebook has  al so  been  suppor t ive  of  

the  Biden Administ rat ion  address ing immigra t ion  reform.  As  a  reminder  

and as  we shared  in  our  update  las t  night ,  TechNet  and the  Informat ion  



Technology Indus t ry Counci l  j oined  a  l e t t er  by the  Nat ional  Immigra t ion  

Forum urging the  Biden Adminis t rat ion and Congress  to  quickly pass  

comprehensive  immigra t ion  reform,  including improvements  to  high -

ski l l ed  worker  vi sas .   

     Members  of  the  Informat ion Technology Indus t ry Counci l  include  

Microsof t ,  Facebook,  Google ,  Apple ,  Amazon,  IBM, and Oracle .   

 


