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Congress  

 

Senate  

-     The Senate  conf i rmed re t i red  General  Lloyd Aust in  to  be  Secre tary of  

Defense  today in  a  93 -2  vote ,  a f te r  approving h i s  waiver  to  serve  in  the  

pos i t ion  las t  n ight  in  a  69 -27 vote .  

     Sens .  Josh Hawley (R-MO) and Mike  Lee  (R-UT)  voted  aga ins t  the  

confi rmat ion.  

-     The Senate  Finance  Commit tee  unanimous ly voted  to  advance Janet  

Yel len’s  nominat ion  to  be  Treasury Secre tary out  of  the  Commit tee ,  

a l lowing for  a  conf i rmat ion  vote  on  the  Senate  f loor .  T he  Commit tee  

approved the  nominat ion  26 -0 .  I t  i s  possib le  Yel len  rece ives  a  vote  by the 

fu l l  Senate  today.  

-     Outgoing Senate  Finance  Commit tee Chai rman Chuck Grass ley (R -IA)  

sa id  that  he wi l l  ask Kather ine  Tai ,  who is  the  nominee to  the  U.S.  Trade  

Representa t ive  (USTR) ,  for  more  informat ion  about  the  Biden 

Adminis t ra t ion’s  t rade  p lans .  

     Speci f ical ly,  Sen .  Grassley i s  seeking de tai ls  on  the  Biden 

Adminis t ra t ion’s  approach to  China ,  f ree  t rade  negot iat ions  with 

the  Uni ted  Kingdom and Kenya ,  and  a  poten t ia l  new t rade  

agreement  wi th  Japan.  

-     Incoming Senate  Banking,  Hous ing,  and  Urban Affai r s  Commi t tee  

Chai rman Sher rod  Brown (D -OH)  voiced  hi s  oppos i t ion  to  Michael  Bar r  

be ing nominated to  be  Comptro l le r  of  the  Currency.  Bar r  previous ly 

served  as  Assi s ta n t  Treasury Secre tary for  Financial  Ins t i tu t ions dur ing 

the  Obama Adminis t ra t ion ,  but  progressives  have  voiced  skept ici sm over  

how he  wil l  address  inequal i ty and c l imate change .  

House  

-     Fol lowing ear l ie r  report s  that  Senate  Minor i ty Leader  Mi tch  McConne l l  

(R-KY)  sought  to  push  the  impeachment  t r ia l  to  February,  and  Speaker  of  

the  House  Nancy Pelos i  (D -CA)  announcing her  in tent  to  send the a r t i c le  

of  impeachment  to  the  Senate  on Monday,  Senate  Major i ty Leader  Chuck 

Schumer  (D-NY)  and Leader  McConnel l  repo r tedly reached a  compromise  

on  the  schedule  for  President  Trump’s  impeachment  t r ia l .  The  f ina l  

schedule  i s  a  compromise  be tween Leader  McConnel l ’ s  p i tch  to  push  the  

s tar t  of  the  t r i a l  to  February 11 ,  and  Democra ts ’  desi re  to  see  a  fas ter  

resolu t ion  to  the  s i tuat ion .  

     Under  the new schedule,  Speaker  Pe los i  wi l l  send the  a r t i c le  of  

impeachment  to  the  Senate  on  Monday,  J anuary 25 .  Per  Senate  



ru les  to  convene  the  impeachment  t r ia l  the  day fo l lowing the  

receipt  of  a r t ic les ,  the  chamber  wil l  convene  Members  a nd i ssue a  

summons  to  Former  President  Trump.  Former  President  Trump’s  

response  i s  due  to  the Senate  by February 2.  Pre -t r ia l  br iefs  a re  

due  from the  House and Former  Pres ident  Trump on February 2  and 

February 8 ,  respect ive ly.  

     The t r ia l  i t sel f  wi l l  be gin  dur ing the  week of  February 8 .  During 

the  “pre -t r ia l”  per iod ,  be tween February 2  and 8 ,  the  Senate  wil l  

pause  the  impeachment  proceedings  in  order  to  conf i rm addi t iona l  

members  of  Pres ident  Biden’s  Administ rat ion  nominees .   

     Pres ident  Biden endorsed  a  de lay in  s ta r t ing the t r i a l  ear l i er  today,  

favor ing the  Senate  having more  t ime to  cons ider  hi s  nominees .  

-     House  Transporta t ion  and Inf ras t ructure Commit tee  Chai rman Peter  

DeFazio  (D-OR)  announced that  Members  of  Congress  a re  cur rent ly 

draf t ing proposed addi t ions  to  President  Biden’s  COVID -19 re l ief  

package ,  some of  which  would  expand t ransporta t ion  rel ie f  funding.  

     As a  reminder ,  Pres ident  Biden’s  package  includes  $20B for  t rans i t  

re l i ef ,  but  reportedly the  addi t ions  wil l  cover  “the  var ious  mod es 

out  there  tha t  had  big asks  that  weren’t  met”  in  the  previous  re l ie f  

b i l l .  

-     Rep.  Ear l  Blumenauer  (D -OR)  sa id  that  the  Biden Administ rat ion  provides  

an  oppor tuni ty to  bold ly re form t ransportat ion  pol icy,  e l iminat ing the  

need  to  ra i se  the  federa l  gas  tax .  A Vehicle  Miles  Traveled  fee  is  

repor tedly ga in ing suppor t .  

     Rep.  Blumenauer  has  hi s tor ical ly suppor ted rai s ing the  gas  tax  but  

acknowledged tha t  the  tax  i s  becoming less  fai r  as  i t  

d i spropor t ional ly fal ls  “on  rura l  and  smal l -town Amer ica ,  on  lowe r  

income c i t i zens ."  

-     House  Ways  and Means  Commit tee  Chai rman Richard  Neal  (D -MA) 

in troduced the  Emergency Pens ion  Plan  Rel ief  Act  ( H.R.  409)  to provide  

re l ief  to  mul t iemployer  and s ingle  employer  pens ion  p lans .  A press  

re lease  on  the  bi l l  can  be  found here .  

-     House  Educat ion  and Labor  Commit tee  Chai rman Bobby Scot t  (D -VA)  and 

13  o ther  House  Democrat s  in t roduced the  Emergency Pens ion  Plan  Rel ie f  

Act  (H.R.  423)  to  s tab i l i ze  mul t iemployer  and s ingle  employer  pens ion  

p lans during COVID -19.  

     According to  a  press  re lease ,  the b i l l  would  al so  remove 

mul t iemployer  p lans’  ab i l i ty  to  cut  par t ic ipants’  benef i ts  and  

double the  guarantee  for  par t ic ipants .  

-     Rep.  Ed Case  (D-HI)  and f ive  o ther  House  Democra ts  int roduced the  Safe  

and Quie t  Skies  Act  ( H.R.  389)  to  establ ish safety and communi ty 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/409?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=37
https://neal.house.gov/press-releases/chairman-neal-introduce-legislation-address-multiemployer-pension-crisis
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/423?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=23
https://bobbyscott.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/house-democrats-to-introduce-legislation-to-protect-retirees-pensions
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/389?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=57


dis rupt ion  requi rements  for  commerc ia l  a i r  tour  opera t ions ,  inc luding 

he l icopters  and  smal l  p lanes .  

     According to  a  press  re lease ,  the b i l l  would  requi re  the Federa l  

Avia t ion  Administ ra t ion  (FAA)  to  adopt  the  s t r ic t  sa fe ty 

recommendat ions  of  the  Nat ional  Transporta t ion  Safe ty Board  

(NTSB) .  

-     Reps .  Ear l  Blumenauer  (D -OR)  and Suzanne  Bonamic i  (D -OR)  in troduced 

a  b i l l  (H.R.  385)  to  c rea te  a  Department  of  Transporta t ion  (DOT) grant  

program for  research  cover ing the  impact  of  h ighly automated  vehicles  on  

“ land use ,  urban  des ign ,  t ransporta t ion ,  rea l  es tate ,  and  munic ipa l  

budgets .”  

-     Reps .  Ear l  Blumenauer  (D -OR)  and Alan Lowentha l  (D -CA)  in t roduced a  

b i l l  (H.R.  383)  to  add e l igibi l i ty  requirements  for  the  surface  

t ranspor tat ion  sys tem funding a l te rna t ives  program.  

-     Rep.  Ted Lieu  (D-CA)  in troduced a  b i l l  ( H.R.  406)  to  ban  the sa le  of  

shark par t s .  

-     Reps .  Virgin ia  Foxx (R -NC)  and Gar ret  Graves  (R -LA)  in t roduced the  

Protec t ing Amer ican  Resources ,  Innovat ion  and Sover eignty (PARIS)  Act  

(H.R.  395)  to  requi re  the  President  to  submi t  the  na t ional ly  determined 

contr ibut ion  for  the  Par is  Cl imate  Agreement  to Congress  before 

submi t t ing i t  to  the  Uni ted  Nat ions .  

     According to  a  press  re lease ,  the b i l l  would  requi re  “ex pl ic i t  

de tai ls  on  the  projected  economic  and workforce  impacts .”  

-     Reps .  Eleanor  Holmes  Nor ton  (D -DC) ,  Stephen Lynch (D-MA),  and  

Carolyn  Maloney (D-NY)  in troduced the  Nat ional  Commiss ion  on  the  

Insur rec t ionis t  At tack Upon the United  Sta tes  Capi tol  Act  ( H.R.  410)  to  

es tabl i sh  a  commiss ion  to  inves t iga te  the  at tack on  the  Capi tol .  

     As sta ted  in  a  press  release ,  the  commiss ion  would  examine  

eva lua t ion  preparedness  and response  in order  to  create  

recommendat ions  to  prevent  fu ture  a t tacks .  

-     Rep.  Lauren  Boeber t  (R -CO)  in t roduced the  No Mask Mandates  Act  ( H.R.  

375)  to  over turn  President  Biden’s  mask mandate related  to  federa l  

proper ty and in terna t ional  t rave l .  As  s tated in  a  press  re lease ,  the  b i l l  

would  al low masks  to be  encouraged but  not  mandated .  

-     Rep.  Marjor ie  Taylor  Greene  (R -GA)  in t roduced ar t ic les  of  impeachment  

aga ins t  Pres ident  Biden ( H.Res .  57) .  According to  a  press  re lease ,  the 

a r t i c les  a re  in  response  to  abuses  of  power and enabl ing br ibery whi le  

serving as  Vice  President .  

Adminis trat ion 

 

https://case.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=416
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/385?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=61
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/383?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=63
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/406?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=40
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/395?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=51
https://foxx.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=400039
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/410?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=36
https://norton.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/norton-introduces-bill-to-create-national-commission-on-us-capitol
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/375?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=70
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/375?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=70
https://boebert.house.gov/media/press-releases/rep-boebert-introduces-bill-overturn-federal-mask-mandates
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-resolution/57?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22congressId%3A117+AND+billStatus%3A%5C%22Introduced%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=78
https://greene.house.gov/media/press-releases/congresswoman-marjorie-taylor-greene-introduces-articles-impeachment-against


Staf f ing 

-     Mult ip le  new appo intments  to  the  Environmenta l  Pro tec t ion  Agency 

(EPA)  were  announced,  which  include:  

     Dan Utech  to  be  Chief  of  Staf f  

     Radha Adhar  to  be Deputy Associate  Adminis t ra tor  for  

Congress ional  Affa ir s  

     Vicki  Arroyo to  be  Associate  Administ ra tor  for  Pol icy 

     Tomás  Carbonel l  to  be  Deputy Ass i s tant  Adminis t ra tor  for  

Sta t ionary Sources  in the  Off ice  of  Air  and Radiat ion  

     Alison Cassady to  be  Deputy Chief  of  Staf f  for  Pol icy  

     Dimple  Chaudhary to  be  Deputy General  Counsel  for  Nat ionwide  

Resource  Protec t ion  Programs  

     Rosemary Enobakhare  to  be  Associate  Adminis t ra tor  for  Publ ic  

Engagement  and Envi ronmenta l  Educat ion  

     Phil ip Fine  to  be  Pr incipal  Deputy Associate  Administ ra tor  for  

Pol icy 

     Radhika  Fox to  be Pr inc ipa l  Deputy Assi s tant  Adminis t rator  in  the  

Off ice  of  Water  

     Michal  Freedhof f  to  be  Pr incipal  Deputy Ass i s tant  Administ rator  in  

the  Off ice  of  Chemica l  Safety and Pol lu t ion  Prevent ion  

     Joe  Goffman to  be Pr inc ipa l  Deputy Assi s tant  Adminis t rator  in  the  

Off ice  of  Ai r  and  Radia t ion  

     Lindsay Hami l ton  to  be  Head of  Publ ic  Affai r s  

     Sinceré  Harr is  to  be  Whi te  House  Liai son  

     Melissa  Hoffer  to  be  Pr incipal  Deputy General  Counse l  

     Casey Kat ims  to  be  Deputy Associate  Adminis t ra tor  for  

In tergovernmenta l  Affa ir s  

     John Lucey to  be  Specia l  Ass is tan t  to  the  Adminis t rator  

-     Severa l  key appointments  to  the  Depar tment  of  Educat ion  were  announced 

today,  including:   

     Shei la  Nix  as  Chief  of  Staf f .  Nix  has  been  a  longt ime adviser  to  

President  Biden and previously served  as  Chief  of  Staf f  to  Dr .  J i l l  

Biden and most  recent ly as  a  Senior  Adviser  to  Kamala  Harr is  on  

the  Biden Campaign.   

     Claudia  Chavez as  White  House  Lia ison.  Chavez served  on  the  

Biden-Harr i s  t ransi t ion  team and previously worked for  Mayor  

Rahm Emanuel  as  Deputy Di rec tor  for  Legis la t ive  Counci l  and  

Government  Affa ir s .   

     Suzanne  Goldberg as  Deputy Ass i s tant  Secretary for  St rategic  

Operat ions  and Outreach  in  the  Off ice  for  Civi l  Rights .  Goldberg i s  

a l so  serving as  Act ing Ass i s tant  Secre tary.   

     Ian  Rosenblum as  Deputy Ass is tant  Secre tary for  Pol icy and 

Programs in  the Off ice  of  Elementary and Secondary Educat ion.  

Rosenblum was  previous ly the Execut ive  Di rec tor  of  equi ty -

focused  educat ion  thinktank Ed -Trust -New York.   



-     Evelyn Remaley was  selec ted  to  be  Act i ng Chief  of  the  Nat ional  

Telecommunica t ions  and Informat ion  Adminis t ra t ion  (NTIA) .  Remaley i s  

cur rent ly Associa te  Adminis t ra tor  for  Pol icy Analys i s  and  Development  

a t  the  NTIA.  

Pol icy  Agenda 

-     President  Biden s igned two Execut ive  Orders  today.  

     The f i r s t  order  di rec ted  the  Depar tment  of  Agr icul ture  to  review 

the  possib i l i ty  of  increas ing food ass is tance  benef i t s  and  funds .  I t  

a l so  d irected  the  Depar tment  of  the  Treasury to  ensure  that  8M 

people  who are  el igible  for  re l ief  payments  receive  the ir  u nclaimed 

s t imulus  and ca l led  on  the  Department  of  Labor  to  clar i fy 

unemployment  benef i t  guide l ines .  

     The second order  repeals  ac t ions  taken by former  President  Trump 

in  order  to  restore  col lect ive  barga in ing power ,  increase worker  

pro tec t ions ,  and e l iminate  the  Schedule F  classi f ica t ion  for  federa l  

employees .  I t  a l so  d irec t s  agencies  to  ensure  a l l  federa l  employees  

reach  a  $15/per  wage .  

-     President  Biden was  scheduled  to  speak to  Canadian  Pr ime Minis ter  Jus t in  

Trudeau today,  marking h i s  f i r s t  ca l l  to  the leader  of  a  fore ign  

government .  The  conversa t ion  l ike ly d i scussed  President  Biden’s  

revocat ion  of  the  Keys tone XL pipe l ine  permi t .  

     Despi te  h is  oppos i t ion  to  the  revocat ion,  Pr ime Minister  Trudeau 

sa id  that  he “acknowledge[s ]  the  President 's  deci s ion  to  ful f i l  h is  

e lect ion  campaign promise  on  Keys tone  XL."  

-     EPA Act ing Genera l  Counse l  Mel issa  Hoffer  has  di rec ted  the Department  

of  Jus t ice’s  Envi ronment  and Natural  Resources  Divis ion  to  reques t  a  

pause  in  l i t iga t ion  involving any ru le  i ssued  by th e  EPA under  President  

Trump.  

     Should  a  f reeze  of  l i t iga t ion  not  be  achieved,  Hoffer  di rec ted the  

Jus t ice Depar tment  to instead  seek extensions  of  proceedings  unt i l  

the  Administ ra t ion  can  address  the  rule  in  ques t ion .  

Other  News 

-     John Wil l i ams  was u nanimous ly reappoin ted  to  be Pres ident  of  the  

Federa l  Reserve  Bank of  New York by the  board  of  di rec tors  today.  

Wil l i ams  has  been  in  th is  posi t ion  s ince  2018 and hi s  new term wi l l  l as t  

through March  1 ,  2026.  

-     The Supreme Court  cons idered  whether  to  hea r  a  case  concerning former  

President  Trump’s  Twi t te r  account  today.  The case  cons is ts  of  a  l awsui t  

aga ins t  Trump f i l ed  by the  Knight  Fir s t  Amendment  Ins t i tute  at  Columbia  

Univers i ty for  blocking h i s  c r i t i cs  on  Twit te r ,  which was  ru led  to  be  a  

vio la t ion  of  the  Fi r s t  Amendment  by an  appeals  cour t .  



     The Department  of  Jus t ice  previous ly asked the  Supreme Court  to  

hear  the  case  but  asked that  the  previous  rul ing be  vacated  th is  

week as  Trump le f t  off ice .  

-     A coal i t ion  of  t echnology t rade  groups  sent  a  l e t te r  to  President  Biden 

warning aga inst  a  global  pa t te rn  of  “d igi ta l  pro tect ionism.”  According to  

the  le t t er ,  U.S.  compet i t iveness  could  be  harmed by o ther  countr ies  

adopt ing d igi tal  se rvices  taxes ,  content  mode rat ion  regula t ions ,  and  data  

movement  rest r ic t ions .  

     The groups sugges t  tha t  President  Biden engage  in  mul t i la teral  

t rade  negot iat ions ,  oppose  European tech  taxes ,  and  d irect ly 

engage  wi th  China  and India  on  d igi ta l  t rade .  

-     Volkswagen fa i led to  mee t  the  European Union’s  carbon emiss ions  targe t  

for  2020 and wi l l  have  to  pay a  f ine  of  hundreds of  mi l l ions  of  euros .  

According to  Volkswagen,  the  emiss ions  ta rge t  was  not  met  as  COVID -19 

de layed the  development  of  i t s  e lec tr ic  vehic les .  

     Volkswagen has  set  a  goa l  to  be carbon neutra l  by 2050.  

-     Uni lever  announced  that  i t  i s  requi r ing i t s  suppl iers  to  pay employees  a  

l iving wage  by 2030 and wil l  contr ibute  $2 .4B annual ly to  minor i ty -

owned businesses .  In  order  to  de termine  a  l iving wage  in  each  of  i t s  190 

countr ies  of  operat ion ,  Uni lever  said  i t  wi l l  work wi th  “suppl iers ,  other  

bus inesses ,  governments  and NGOs –  through purchasing prac t ices ,  

co l labora t ion  and advocacy.”  

-     New Hampshire  v .  Massachuse t t s ,  which seeks  to  address  vi r tua l  worker ’s  

income taxes ,  could  reshuff le  s tate  revenue received  from income taxes .   

     A decis ion  on  whether  the  U.S.  Supreme Cour t  wi l l  hear  the  case  

wi l l  reportedly be  made  soon.   

     States  wi th  la rge  employment  centers ,  such  as  New York and 

Massachuset t s ,  could  lose  b i l l ions  of  dol la rs  whi le  s tates  wi th  

many out -of -s ta te  commuters ,  l ike  New Jersey and Connect icu t ,  

could  potent ial ly see  much more  revenue .   

-     The chemica l  companies  DuPont ,  Chemours ,  a nd  Corteva  agreed  to  a  $4B 

se t t lement  on  lawsui ts  over  l i abi l i ty  for  the  use  of  per -  and  

polyf luoroalkyl  subs tances  (PFAS) .  The  companies  wi l l  share  the  cost  of  

the  se t t lement  and crea te  a  $1B fund for  fu ture  PFAS l iabi l i ty .  

Federal  Regis ter  Notices  

-     The Federal  Communicat ions  Commiss ion  (FCC)  reques ted  comments  on  

the  potent ia l  au thoriza t ion  of  d irect  communicat ions  be tween unl icensed  

6  GHz band c l ien t  devices .  Comments  must  be  submi t ted  by February 22 .  

The not ice  can be  found here .  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2finternetassociation.org%2ffiles%2fia_multiassociation-180-day-recommendations_jan-2021_trade%2f&c=E,1,pZMtallLL2xVgPoPRYdgs1b85xaU98vhS8W-PrtAojQDUoA4pb3JhdYnWJkpdf8nZu4rEhzDK5qF20Tuv_JiOBpgT0ncj2L37ATZyLgCr5xtat90hc6ONWjjRqE,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.unilever.com%2fnews%2fpress-releases%2f2021%2funilever-commits-to-help-build-a-more-inclusive-society.html&c=E,1,Fje9uFEwYA_1-kIY4H1gu7k6gkKeAf2mX3_iKNPMd2desSgY5nppQL9acSB2YjVFUJ1ufy8HkZ4jZzq7frS5cbKlUn-9LhXHiSzqXRbL1Q3i-734SpI,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.federalregister.gov%2fdocuments%2f2021%2f01%2f22%2f2021-01404%2foffice-of-engineering-and-technology-seeks-additional-information-regarding-client-to-client-device&c=E,1,AYgrmN4zR4zf2FdvAbFHpj4yzvWFTwGo7CzidCvbC8cwZOWt77kH_k-yBV6nTs-OrFj9X3dvzwq5fzU9ZPRYcMbUdyhhSmppyRJajc8rLOup6BWF9Q,,&typo=1


-     Former  Pres ident  Trump i ssued a  Proc lamat ion  “Terminat ing Suspens ions  

of  Entry In to  the  United  States  of  Al iens  Who Have  Been Phys ica l ly 

Present  in  the  Schengen  Area,  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Republ ic  of  

Ire land,  and  the  Federa t ive  Republ ic  of  Brazi l .”  This  would  al low 

in ternat ional  t rave l  into  the  U.S.  f rom these  a reas  given  the  new 

requi rements  for  negat ive  COVID -19 tes t s .  The not ice  can be  found here .  

-     Former  Pres ident  Trump i ssued an  Execut ive  Order  “Protect ing the  United  

Sta tes  From Cer tain  Unmanned Ai rcraf t  Sys tems.”  The  order  would  di rec t  

federal  agencies  to  review the ir  author i ty to  l imi t  the  procurement  of  

foreign  made  unmanned a ircraf t  sys tems (UAS) .  The  not ice  can be  found 

here .  

-     The Depar tment  of  Sta te  des ignated  Cuba  as  a  s ta te  sponsor  of  t er ror ism.  

The not ice  can be  found here .  

-     The U.S .  Trade  Representa t ive  (USTR)  found that  Vietnam’s  cur rency 

va lua t ion  pract ices  a re  unreasonable  and p lace  a  burden on  U.S.  

commerce ,  beginning Sec t ion  301 act ions .  The not ice  can be  found here .  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.federalregister.gov%2fdocuments%2f2021%2f01%2f22%2f2021-01634%2fterminating-suspensions-of-entry-into-the-united-states-of-aliens-who-have-been-physically-present&c=E,1,oioaKJX0PNzulceu8_JIrpJol8K2MONZWism_OjS-yA5XGrHfOU8MmYQxgVFAevVYcETW1TWLdZKya_Z13ehw_fqG4f9tX77wJeIP64p3sTE6AQN0yOvwtQwuJv1&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.federalregister.gov%2fdocuments%2f2021%2f01%2f22%2f2021-01646%2fprotecting-the-united-states-from-certain-unmanned-aircraft-systems&c=E,1,F5WWY0aw6x6fXdFi8Bk1S0T4u_LCsFIK6eOcu9-BWE2ulOYiH6RgXeiUTNdSy5lftGrG3Nocy-2S1nf7pQOZ_wa1g4uQcx54ufWdCI5pXy-77nE,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.federalregister.gov%2fdocuments%2f2021%2f01%2f22%2f2021-01416%2frepublic-of-cuba-designation-as-a-state-sponsor-of-terrorism-sst&c=E,1,iE7j07XNEAfxQscgjR-BYatqn4XiZP320-CIRAr1K9-rjASWzDbCO4Gq7vUk8r_zyvm8_fk6AYIXn0cYKYGS_ailVd8hIZejmAPru8E34A7OO2HuBanJy7cJhRR_&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.federalregister.gov%2fdocuments%2f2021%2f01%2f22%2f2021-01352%2fnotice-of-determination-pursuant-to-section-301-vietnams-acts-policies-and-practices-related-to&c=E,1,-IkVfiOW1C3iSLFlX87w_dQYWpgnhl6ApXjCcMukT-ZdQGcQxkaX2JJqaZVwdrnmHCI-JNplHq8dKjT21OSfyRl2-oPHtS-hUXcTZrGxOYpWvN_k-w8,&typo=1

