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Routes of Faith is the newsletter of the Faith Travel Association that blends articles aiming 
to inspire as well as share the many destinations offered by FTA members. Routes 
of Faith also provides insights that educate readers on new and innovative ways to travel, 
including eco-friendly and sustainable trends. 
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What's new in 2023 
 

Members of the Faith Travel Association have exciting new itineraries and experiences to 
share that groups can enjoy this year: 

 

 

 

Guney Levi, Deluks Turizm 
Istanbul, Turkey 
 
We have some new projects for 2023. Concerning our thematic itineraries, we will launch 
two new products, “Seven Churches and Pilgrimages of Paul with Patmos Island” and “In 
the Footsteps of Christian History from Edessa to Constantinople.” Both itineraries will be 
guided in English, Spanish, Portuguese, and French. 
 
A trip to this region of Turkey will bring you a concrete and spiritual pursuit for the origins 
and authenticities of faith. 
 
Email Guney at bookingamerica@deluksturizm.com. 

 

DELUKSTURIZM.COM 

  

 

  

  

mailto:bookingamerica@deluksturizm.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vlC-E7SuS5YQ75GmDWytkUihNpWjKQTo2nCmtUhsv2rmwwKPbqksVUW20dmhb27WAx8MMGViTVd9kRe32nlGBgpxX83OJvj7YjDgVZZ8RMHAfT-V_2snLG1olthZ9oRzH_eFSI-mPDWnTKe6Sxe8Lg==&c=&ch=


 

 

Janet Young, Plimoth Patuxet Museums 
Plymouth, Massachusetts 
 
With funding from the Lilly Endowment, Plimoth Patuxet Museums is in the middle of a 
multiyear initiative focused on both research and public history programs about 
the faith experience in 17th century Plymouth Colony. New performances in the museum's 
Fort Meetinghouse will feature stories of the Pilgrims' church life, and the living history 
program in the 17th century English Village will explore the faith commitment behind 
the Mayflower voyage and the establishment of the first congregation in New England. 
Late in the year, the museum's new research will be available on a website featuring more 
than a dozen new films as well as podcasts and learning aids on the faith of the Pilgrims.  
 
Email Janet at jyoung@plimoth.org. 
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Francois Jean Viel, Viel Marketing International 
Quebec City, Quebec 
 
Notre-Dame de Québec Cathedral Basilica in Québec City 
is preparing to welcome visitors for the 350th anniversary 
of the Diocese of Québec. And to celebrate the occasion, 
the only Holy Door in the Americas will be reopening! 
Typically, Holy Doors are opened only during Holy years, 
also known as Jubilees. Jubilees occur every 25 years, 
but the pope can announce a special Jubilee as well. 
Notre-Dame de Québec Cathedral Basilica is a member of 
the Quebec Religious and Spiritual Tourism Association, 
represented by Viel Marketing International. 
 
Email Francois at francois@vielmarketing.com. 
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Marco Frank, Tourist Office for Flanders-Belgium 
Brussels, Belgium 
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In 1900, the Winter Garden of the Ursuline Nuns was added to a complex that already 
featured a stunning mixture of architectural styles, including neo-Empire and Art Deco. 
This complex, which began in 1841 as a convent and was later expanded to include a 
boarding school, is located on 25 beautiful acres outside Mechelen.  
 
No one knows who designed the Winter Garden building. But with its art nouveau design 
and colorful stained glass cupola, it immediately became the crown jewel of the entire 
property. Its glass panes, teeming with images of plants and animals, was quickly popular 
with guests, who also enjoy the variety of ferns and flowers surrounding it. 
 
The Winter Garden is closed for renovations necessitated by its 120-year history, but it is 
scheduled to reopen in September.  
 
Email Marco at marco.frank@visitflanders.com. 
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The Short Story 
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It’s important for tour operators and faith group leaders to hear from trusted partners 
about faith-based tours. For that reason, a group of Faith Travel Association members 
gathered a few weeks ago to record the second installment of “The Short Story,” a series 
of brief presentations by FTA tour operator members who offer faith-based travel 
itineraries. 
 
Click below to hear short presentations from FTA members Ed-Ventures, Gemm Travel, 
Purposeful Journeys, Michelangelo International Travel, Select Travel Service, and Vered 
Hasharon Travel & Tours.  
 
Whatever your takeaway is—an exciting update or a potential new itinerary—you’ll be glad 
you watched “The Short Story.” 
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The story of 'His Story' 

After hearing the soundtrack to the Broadway musical smash hit “Hamilton” while on a 
mission trip, 17-year-old Anna Miriam Brown was intrigued by the idea of a “Hamilton”-
style musical focused not on an American political figure from the 18th century, but on the 
life of Jesus Christ. Over the next year, she wrote a musical and, with the help of her 
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parents, recorded and released a concept album. Now, five years later, that musical is 
about to hit the stage for the first time. Read more on NTAcourier.com. 
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Vered Hasharon Travel & Tours 
 

 

 
 

  

Leisure travel starts with a 
dream … a dream of a 
destination, a dream of an 
experience, or a dream of an 
adventure. Naama Vered of 
Israel-based Vered Hasharon 
Travel & Tours sees the 
purpose of her company as 
making travelers’ dreams 
come true. “Pilgrims have 
been dreaming of their 
pilgrimage since the first time 
they heard about Jerusalem,” 
says Naama. “And the fact we can be a part of this journey is the greatest honor.” 
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Vered Hasharon Travel & Tours has been helping make dreams come true for over two 
decades, though the genesis of the company can be traced back much further. As Naama 
explains, “Uzi Vered, my grandfather, opened Vered Travel and Tours in 1978 as a tour 
operator for the Christian market. Uzi was one of the sector's pioneers, developing 
experiences for visitors to the Holy Land when the idea of tourism to Israel was just 
beginning to take shape. Later, his son (my father), Mushi, joined the family business as a 
junior operator and worked his way up to become an expert in every part of the business.” 
 
Naama goes on to share how the current company came to be formed. “Mike Amir 
founded Sharon Tours International in 1965 to promote Christian religious pilgrimages to 
the Holy Land,” she explains. “His son, Danny, joined the family business. He and his 
father transformed Sharon Tours International into one of the country's leading tourism 
enterprises. Mushi Vered joined forces with Danny Amir in 2001, and the two companies 
merged to form Vered Hasharon Tours, a tourism powerhouse.” 
 
Though it does offer tours of European countries such as Greece and Turkey, Vered 
Hasharon Tours is best known for its customized tours of the Holy Land, a popular 
destination for millions of faith travelers. So why is Vered Hasharon such a trusted 
operator in the region? “We understand that, as pilgrims, you have waited a lifetime to 
visit the places which have touched your heart from afar,” says Naama. “As an outsider 
looking in, mountains, valleys, and old cities may look the same … an ever-present 
constant in the landscape of the Holy Land. And yet, when we build your personal, hand-
crafted tour, we see how each traveler experiences them anew. You bring your own 
culture, beliefs, and background on your journey, and each time, you come out having 
experienced something entirely unique and unforgettable.”  
 
One reason for the unique experiences that Vered Hasharon provides, Naama explains, is 
the relationships that her company has developed over the years with local partners. 
“Besides having extensive experience organizing tours from start to finish, we also have 
excellent relationships with all the local suppliers,” she says. “That helps us get the best 
deals possible for our groups. This personal touch is essential as we arrange tailor-made 
tours to suit each group’s needs.” 
 
What suggestions would Naama give someone considering a first-ever trip to the Holy 
Land? For one, she recommends an itinerary of at least seven nights. As for the ideal time 
of year to visit, weather is no concern, as Israel has ideal weather year-round. However, 
Naama suggests visiting during the winter months of December, January, and February, as 
the weather is still mild and better rates are available since those months fall outside the 
area’s traditional busy season.  
 
As for travelers who have already visited the Holy Land, Naama highly encourages repeat 
visits. “Even though Israel is a relatively tiny country,” she says, “there is still so much to 
see here that it is impossible to see everything in a single visit. Some locations are so rich 
in history and significance that merely paying one visit is insufficient. We look at a tour as 
if looking through a lens. In Israel, there are so many lenses you can look at our country 
through, from a biblical lens to a political lens to an innovative lens. Even the same site 
will seem completely different if you look at it from a different angle.” 
 



Regardless of whether an individual has visited the Holy Land on multiple occasions or is 
experiencing it for the first time, Naama says one primary goal of her company is to create 
moments she calls “stops,” when a visitor will “stop to look at the old city of Jerusalem and 
think ‘Hey, I did it! I made it to Jerusalem.’ Or on a boat in the Sea of Galilee, stopping 
and reflecting on the fact that they are sailing in the same place where Jesus once walked. 
Or stopping to take a moment to look over Tel Aviv and realize that 80 years ago, it was 
mostly sand.” 
 
Some of Vered Hasharon’s tastiest “stops” take place during Naama’s favorite, the 
company’s food tours. “We do a Druze cooking workshop, visit local wineries, and meet 
local chefs for classes and dinner,” she explains. She adds that the company is continually 
developing new itineraries, such as the recent addition of an itinerary focused on 
prominent women from the Bible. The company is also navigating increasing wait times at 
holy sites caused by the current demand for travel. “We try to go to the most famous sites 
during off-peak hours,” Naama says. “For example, we visit the Via Dolorosa very early in 
the morning, then come back to the hotel for breakfast.” 
 
Though the company does offer one pre-planned tour for individual Catholic travelers 
called “Living Waters,” Naama believes wholeheartedly that faith travel is best experienced 
as a group. “Everyone wants to travel with people similar to them who share a world 
perspective,” she explains. “It’s more than a pilgrimage. It’s about a community traveling 
together.” 
 
For more information on Vered Hasharon Travel & Tours, contact Naama Vered 
at naama@veredgo.com. 
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